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Welcome! This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus 

rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the 

cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 

complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament 

Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine 

and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We 

enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the 

source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Worship Leader: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us 
return to the one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Worship Leader: Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what 
we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of 
the world you so love. Amen. 
 
Worship Leader: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the 

saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, 

and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 



ACCLAMATION  

Worship Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Congregation: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

Worship Leader: Let us pray We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 
messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these 
branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the  
cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through 
the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11 
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus enters Jerusalem as the king promised in prophesy and 
is hailed by the crowds. Within days the shouts of praise would turn to shouts of 
rejection and condemnation. 
 
Worship Leader: The holy gospel according to Mark in the 11th chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Worship Leader: 1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into 
the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 
4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN        All Glory, Laud, and Honor        verses 1 & 2 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Worship Leader: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, 
burial, and resurrection, let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.  
Congregation: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent 
our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In 
your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



FIRST READING   Isaiah 50:4-9a                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs 

in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early 

Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his 

detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 
  

Reader:  4The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty?  
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



SECOND READING  Philippians 2:5-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient 
to God even to the point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal 
status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s death. 

 

Reader:  5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

LENTEN VERSE 

                      Let your stead-fast love come to   us,   O    Lord.     Save us as you prom-ised. We will trust your word. 
 

 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 14:1--15:47  

Introduction to the Gospel: The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one 

who dies abandoned by all. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life 

for those who have forsaken him. 



Worship Leader: The Passion of our Lord according to Mark. 

 

Congregation:  

 

 

                                                                               Glo - ry to    you,   O      Lord. 
 

The Passion Reading is a separate document which can be downloaded from our 
website at GraceCLW.com 

 
After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. 

   

Congregation:  

 
 

                                                                  Pra-ise to—     you—, O—   Christ. 
 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  vs. 1 & 3      



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need.  

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church 
humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your 
will. Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct 
the powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain 
soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who 
are condemned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen 
those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially Marc Calhoun, 
Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael 
Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & 
George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, 
Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita 
Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl 
Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, 
Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop 
Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne 
Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of Bob 
Powell, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all those affected by 
COVID-19 and severe winter weather], from violence, & terror, and the family & 
friends of the 490,000+ people in the US & the 2,400,000+ people worldwide who have 
died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Prayer Leader: You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice 
workers and funeral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: 
those who plan and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in 
grief. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you 
for the faith you have given to people of all places and times, but especially those within 
our Memorial Garden. Give us also such faith to trust the promises of baptism and, with 
them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the 
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY  God Whose Giving Knows No Ending vs. 1  



OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and 

the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of 

the resurrection; through Christ our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

Worship Leader:  

 

                                           The  Lord  be with you. 

 

Congregation:  

 
 

                                        And  al- so with you. 

 
 

W. Leader:  

 

                                          Lift—  up— your hearts. 

 

Cong.:   

 

                                         We  lift them to    the  Lord.  

 

W. Leader:  

 
 

                               Let     us  give             thanks       to       the       Lord       our        God. 

 

Cong.:   

 
 

                              It       is  right  to    give    our__   thanks and praise. 
 

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 

way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 

the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 

you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN     Were You There  vs. 1 & 5 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the Good News.    
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
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