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Welcome! In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will 

speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the 

church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions 

and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the 

word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to 

follow Jesus. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the 
waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all 
creation. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Worship Leader: Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that 
our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems that bind 
us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those 
who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider 
generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left 
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in 
your divine mercy. Amen. 
 

Worship Leader: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ 
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we 
are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 
community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



GATHERING HYMN   There Is a Balm in Gilead       verses 1 & 2  

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your 
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to 
all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see 
and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 



FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 18:15-20                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in 

Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community as the people wait to 

enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide 

them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.  
  

Reader:  [Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If 
I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will 
die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise 
up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the 
mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes 
to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.” 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 111  

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 
 

Reader: 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 

 2Great are your works, O Lord, 

  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 

 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 

 5You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 
 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations. 



 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 
 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity. 
 

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 
 

 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 
 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 8:1-13  
Introduction to the Lesson: Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians 
use their freedom in Christ as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a 
damaging example to other, impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to 
each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 
  

Reader:  1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know 
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is 
known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet 
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to 
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care 
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might 
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died 
are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause 
of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
 

After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



ALLELUIA VERSE 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 1:21-28  

Introduction to the Gospel: Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold 

of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus 

commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter. 

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath 
came, he entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One 
of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his 
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Could He Be the Only One? 

Who: Jesus, disciples, observant go-to-worship folks honoring the sabbath. And, yes, a 
man with an unclean spirit. (Could he be the only such soul in the congregation?) 

What: Reading holy words, the domain of scribes and scholars, and a shocking teaching 
given “with authority.” 

Where: In the synagogue. When: On the sabbath. 



Who is this one who cried out in the congregation? Was he a scared thief creeping from 
his hiding place? A lanky kid exhausted from bawling outside locked doors? An old man 
gasping beneath piles of ill-gotten wealth? A young woman cursing heaven by day and 
hell by night for reasons no one dares to name? A stumbling fugitive worn down by a 
lifetime of running? A robust profiteer, master of deception? An unjust judge solemnly 
wearing a robe woven from threads of secret favors? A miser in a mansion perched 
above slums? A hoarder of vengeance nursing metastasized hatreds? Have you seen, 
met, or known any of these among the congregation? 

The one with an unclean spirit cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24). Jesus silences the unclean spirit. 
But Jesus will not be the destroyer. The crucified one does not crucify. He does not build 
and fill prisons; he sets free. He does not shun, avoid, and send away; he calls the 
accursed to himself. He does not condemn the sinner; he rescues and saves. 

Yes, they in the synagogue that day and we in the church this day are amazed. Jesus’ 
teaching with authority contradicts all the rules that anchor us to a spirit of despair. 
Good news, indeed. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Healer of Our Every Ill    vs. 1 & 2      



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all people in need.  

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout 
the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its 
ministries,  Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, 
forests and farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that 
exists, Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 

 
Prayer Leader: For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and 
legal aid attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the 
well-being of civil society, Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and 
hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those 
who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda 
Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 
Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George 
Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine 
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, 
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, 
Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon 
Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop 
Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne 
Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Marcos de Souza 
Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, the family and 
friends of Ethan Burgess, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all 
those affected by COVID-19; and Western wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the 
family & friends of the 331,000+ people in the US & the 1,600,000+ people worldwide 
who have died from COVID-19), for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health 
aides, Lord, in your mercy, 



Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent 
from worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this 
place and for other needs in our community, Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in 
thanksgiving for the baptized who have died in the Lord, Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Worship Leader: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the 
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY  Create in Me a Clean Heart   



 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 

child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 

faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace.  

Congregation: Amen.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT AND THE WORD 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Worship Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into 

being, and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom. Enlighten our darkness by 

the light of your Christ: we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 

and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the 

Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



SENDING HYMN   I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me     

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now this service of worship is ending, as this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.    
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
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