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Welcome! In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also
strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God,
lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law,
we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like
Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the
waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all
creation.

Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Worship Leader: Holy God,

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems that bind
us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those
who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider
generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.

Worship Leader: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of = Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we
are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved
community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Thy Holy Wings verses 1 & 2
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1 Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle  near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and 1l in thee.
where 1 will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in  thy nest.
Give me a will-ing spir - fit, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strength and por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - roundme and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take 1in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.
Congregation: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the
faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be



made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:21-31

Introduction to the Lesson: The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the
one who will bring them to freedom is the God who created the world, the God who
subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are weary.

Reader: “'Have you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
“It 1s he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;
“who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

“Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

“To whom then will you compare me,
or who 1s my equal? says the Holy One.
“Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.

“"Why do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LorD,

and my right is disregarded by my God”?
“‘Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lorb is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.



He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
“He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
“"Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,
“'but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: 'Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor God with praise!

“The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.

‘The Lorp heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.

‘The LORD counts the number of the stars
and calls them all by their names.

"Great 1s our LORD and mighty in power;
there is no limit to God’s wisdom.

“The LoRb lifts up the lowly,
but casts the wicked to the ground.

'Sing to the LorD with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp to our God,

‘who covers the heavens with clouds

and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains.



’God provides food for the cattle
and for the young ravens when they cry.

God is not impressed by the might of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner,

""but finds pleasure in those who fear the LorD,
in those who await God’s steadfast love. ““Hallelujah!

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Introduction to the Lesson: God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the
gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or
privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good news
of Christ with others.

Reader: '"If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! '"For if I do this
of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a
commission. “What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make
the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.

“For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
might win more of them. *"To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so
that I might win those under the law. *'To those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might
win those outside the law. ““To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. “I do it all for
the sake of the gospel, so that [ may share in its blessings.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:29-39

Introduction to the Gospel: Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them
free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease,
devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are
rendered powerless by Jesus.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: “’As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. ““Now Simon’s mother-in-law
was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 'He came and took her by
the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

“That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. “And the whole city was gathered around the door. “And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.

“In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. “And Simon and his companions hunted for him. “"When
they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” “He answered, “Let
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that [ may proclaim the message there also; for
that is what I came out to do.” “And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Where the Crowd Is

“Have you not known? Have you not heard?” So begins the prophet Isaiah’s marvelous
declaration (Isaiah 40:21, 28).

People were stirring in Capernaum, Simon Peter’s seaside fishing town. Apparently the
whole city knew and heard; why else, at day’s end, would all the houses have emptied
out leaving fish to be cleaned, floors to be swept, children to be bathed, wheat to be
ground, and goats to be milked, so people could huddle at his door?

In the morning, crowds were again on the move, this time near the deserted place where
Jesus was in prayerful retreat. Apparently everyone knew and heard; why else, at such
an hour, would people in neighboring towns have delayed breakfasts, postponed boat
launchings, put off opening markets, set aside filling lamps, put down mending, to go
searching for him?



Some years ago, theologian Douglas John Hall wrote a provocative book, Waiting for
Gospel. Its cover pictures an individual standing alone in an open field, looking down,
waiting. The book presents a critique and reminder for the church: whole cities,
neighboring towns, are crowding doors, searching deserted places for good news, for
gospel. But is the church sharing the gospel?

Isn’t someone always selling snake-oil solutions for shriveled hearts, beachfront on a
desert seashore, joy from a pill? What are we to believe? Who are we to listen to? When
pandemic wobbles the globe, seas rise and economies fall, depressions blossom and
hopes wither; when people starve in the shadow of mountains of rotting food, artificial
intelligence baits kitchen table wisdom, virtual relationships land knockout blows to
authentic community, and “mass” is the prefix to “incarceration,” “migration,” and
“destruction”—which door are we to crowd? Where are we to search?

Have we not known? Have we not heard? Good news draws a crowd; the gospel is
found in Jesus!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Almighty Word vs. 1 & 2
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gos - pel day sheds not 1its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
In - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780—-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A briefsilence.

Prayer Leader: For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital,
hospice, and military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who
proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ, let us pray, Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for
cattle and the rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures
of the earth, Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries;
for community organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health
organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to
those most in need, Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those
lacking supportive relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with
chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all
who cry out to you (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke
Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw,
Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates,
Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor,
George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton,
Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie
Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney
Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve
Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Marcos de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele
Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, the family and friends of Ethan Burgess, and all those
suffering from natural disasters [including all those affected by COVID-19; and Western
wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 331,000+ people in
the US & the 1,600,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19), Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here
(especially); for parish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support,



for the young people in this place who open us to new understandings, Lord, in your
mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and
now rest from their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God,
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.

OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart
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with your free Spir - it




OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her

child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving
grace.

Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT AND THE WORD
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Worship Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into
being, and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom. Enlighten our darkness by
the light of your Christ: we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the

Holy Spirit the comforter *+ keep you in peace.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING HYMN God Be with You Till We Meet Again
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1 God be with you till we meet a- gain; by good coun-sels guide,up-hold you,
2 God be with you till we meet a-gain; ho - ly wings se-cure-ly hide you,
3 God be with you till we meet a- gain; when life’s per - ils thick con-found you,
0
A \) b, JI 1
3 ] | |
J — .
with a shep-herd’s care en - fold you;
dai - ly man - na still pro - vide you; God be with you till we meet a- gain.
put un-fail - ing arms a - round you;
Refrain
0 .
o — = ' — &
| n | —
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je - sus’ feet;
0 e
G e —— ' |
' o : ©
till we meet, till we meet, God be withyou till we meet a - gain.

Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828—-1904
Music: GOD BE WITH YOU, William G. Tomer, 1833-1896

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now this service of worship is ending, as this week’s
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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