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Welcome! We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom
to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us.
This is the path of life.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the
path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting

pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God
loves.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Be Thou My Vision ELW 793 vs. 1-3
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first In my heart,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that
hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God'’s
mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and
commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successov, Elisha.

Reader: “Then the Lorp said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '*Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place.

“So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve
yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle
over him. “"He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” *'He
returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from
the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed
Elijah, and became his servant.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be
what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different
kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.

Reader: 'For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery.

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. “For the whole law
1s summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” "If, however,
you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

Live by the Spirit, [ say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. ''For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. "Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
“1dolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, *'envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
“gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. **And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. “’If we live by the Spirit, let us also be
guided by the Spirit.

The reading 1s concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.
GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 9th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.



Worship Leader: ""When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. “And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make ready for him; “'but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. *When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” “But he turned and rebuked them. “Then they
went on to another village.

7’As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
**And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” *"To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and
bury my father.” “But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.” °' Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell
to those at my home.” “Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit
for the kingdom of God.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit
SERMON
We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus ELW 802
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al-so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin  our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he 1s there 1s no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us 1m- mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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pas - sion that would lead us
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.

and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in  your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord,with me  a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you [ die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book af Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-
giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous
storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and
livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above
self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees and all
who live under tyranny or conflict. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying (especially
those on the prayer list of our congregation, including all those suffering from violence, terror, and
natural disasters, such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, and Uvalde, and those impacted by wildfires
and COVID-19, and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts). Uphold those who grieve.
Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their heads. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled
anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may
rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of
life in you, especially those who rest in our Memorial Garden. Keep their examples of faithfulness
always before us, that we trust your promises in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.



Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast
on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in
the name of Jesus.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the
praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Congregation: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the
ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with
him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and
forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those
who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Worship Leader: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show

you the path of life this day and always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways ELW 772 vs. 1-3
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to  keep;
4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands, ‘tis a de-light-ful road;
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let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my  God.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



