4th Sunday After Epiphany
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) I 5

L
>

L

B
>

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 727-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE
#738836-A. All rights reserved.



Welcome! God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink™
is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the
people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the
path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting
pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God
loves.

Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Oh, Worship the King ELW 842 vs. 1-3
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo-rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
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Oh,  grate - ful - ly sing God’s  pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, 1t shines 1n the light,

in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less  de - cree,
1t streams from the hills, it de - scends to the  plain,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tlls 1in the dew and the rain.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us,
the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may
spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 66:10-14

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of Judah were not
completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a
nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are
sustained and supported.

Reader: ""Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,

all you who love her;

rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—

"'that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast;

that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.

“For thus says the LORD:
I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
“As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.



“You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall flourish like the grass;

and it shall be known that the hand of the LorbD is with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Galatians 6:1-16

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made right with
God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how believers exercise
common concern for one other in “the family of faith.”

Reader: 'My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. ‘Bear one
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. ‘For if those who are nothing
think they are something, they deceive themselves. “All must test their own work; then that work,
rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. "For all must carry their own loads.

‘Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.

‘Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. ‘If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life
from the Spirit. "So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if
we do not give up. '"So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and
especially for those of the family of faith.

"'See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! "It is those who want to make a
good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. "Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they
want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. “May I never boast of anything
except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the
world. "For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything!
°As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
.’an£ T J —
F— .
Al-le -lu - i1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
N
A ———— e,
© o ——

words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.



GOSPEL Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 10th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 'After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. “He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
‘Go on your way. See, | am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. ‘Carry no purse, no
bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. "Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this
house!’ °And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it
will return to you. 'Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the
laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. “Whenever you enter a town
and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; "cure the sick who are there, and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” ""But whenever you enter a town and they do not
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ''‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’

“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects
me rejects the one who sent me.”

"The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” “He
said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. "See, I have given you
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt
you. “'Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit
SERMON
We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324
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1 In the Cross of Christ I glo - 1y, tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss 18 beam - ing light  and
4 Bane and  bless - ing, pain and  plea - sure, by the
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter to the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Tthamar Conkey, 1815-1867

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Lord of the harvest, you send your church into the world to proclaim Christ’s new
creation to all. Renew the church as it carries out your mission of peace and healing. We pray for
missionaries who accompany your people. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your creation abounds with flowing waters and diverse creatures. Guide the work of
climate scientists as they develop and advocate ways to restore earth’s natural balance. Motivate
humankind to adopt lifestyles that protect and sustain the earth. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You guard the nations; let no leaders exalt themselves, but lift up the most vulnerable
and work for the good of all. Send your Spirit to eradicate classism and inequity, violence and war,
poverty and hunger. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You desire abundant life for all. As we celebrate Independence Day and remember the
Battle of Gettysburg, instill in us gratitude, generosity, and persistence in working toward freedom
for all people, especially the people of Ukraine and those still living in slavery and human trafficking.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Mothering God, you care for all people in need. Nourish those who are hungry.
Restore employment to those who have lost work. Heal those who are sick, and comfort all who are
dying or grieving (especially those on the prayer list of our congregation, including all those



suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, and
Uvalde, and those impacted by wildfires and COVID-19, and those we name now with our lips or in
our hearts). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: We remember the saints who proclaimed your reign on earth and now rest in you,
especially those who rest in our Memorial Garden. Make us faithful in our witness to Christ’s new
creation. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast
on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in
the name of Jesus.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



BLESSING

Worship Leader: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show
you the path of life this day and always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word ELW 663 vs. 1-3
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I Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu- man race
3 Tell of God the Spir -1t givn now to guideus on to heav'n,
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all.
and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - 1 - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774—1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



