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Welcome! Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally
overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against
all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and
are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the
path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting
pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God
loves.

Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW 655 vs. 1-3
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si - lent hours of pain,

by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish  greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Qude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our
lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is
precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth
turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is
good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

Reader: “Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
"I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, "“applied my mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings



to be busy with. "I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing
after wind.

“T hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who
come after me "—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. “’So I turned and gave my
heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, *'because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. “What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with
which they toil under the sun? “For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even
at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old
clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life
shaped by God’s love in Christ.

Reader: 'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, ‘for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

"Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). “On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. 'These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. “But now
you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. "Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. ''In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.



GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21
In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying
the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 12th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: "Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” “"But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?” "And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” '“Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. "And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to
store my crops?’ “Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. "And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” “’But God said to him, “You fool! This very night
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ *'So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit
SERMON
We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW 686 vs. 1-3
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it 1is a Christ-like thing.
what-¢’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do 1t un - to thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897. alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary
professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief
and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land
and all its habitants. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring
justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first
responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life,
bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. We
pray especially for those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering from violence and
terror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, and Highland Park, those suffering from
natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-19, and those we name now with our lips or in
our hearts. Renew us at your table of mercy. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring
abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity for
the work of ministry in this place. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints, especially Pat
Falco, George Smith, & Duke Tieman, and all those resting in our Memorial Garden. Inspire us by
their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast
on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in
the name of Jesus.

Congregation: Amen.



DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show
you the path of life this day and always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - i round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - 1g - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1sh glad - ness,

we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -y ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is

beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



