11th Sunday After Pentecost
August 13, 2023

RACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 727-446-5026

Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of
sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus
says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP

PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632 vs. 1-4

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in
the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18 Page 284
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—FElijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured
Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God

instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

’At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LorD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”” "He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LorD, for the LORD is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the LorD, but the LOrRD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake,
but the LORD was not in the earthquake; “and after the earthquake a fire, but the LOorRD was not
in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. "When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ""He answered, “I have been very zealous
for the Lorp, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my
life, to take it away.” "Then the LorD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '*Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. "Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill;
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. “Yet I will leave seven thousand
in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13

‘T will listen to what the LorD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.

"Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.



"“Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

"'Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

“The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

“Righteousness shall go before the LorD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15 Page 921

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received
in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s
saving actions.

[Paul writes:] "Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” “But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down)
"“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ‘But what
does it say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); "because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '"For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
""The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” "“For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. “For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? “And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 Page 796

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite
their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they
are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 14th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.”And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, “‘but by this time the
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early
in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. “’But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. “’But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

“Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” “He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. "But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” "'Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” “When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
“And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) ELW 785 v. 1-3



We Sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends either “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

with your pres - ence,

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OR “Hear us, O God” and we respond “Your mercy is great.”
OFFERING
We Stand
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel,
hallowed be thy name, Geheiligt werde dein Name,
thy kingdom come, Dein Reich komme,
thy will be done, Dein Wille geschehe,
on earth as it is in heaven. Auf Erden, wie im Himmel.
Give us this day our daily bread; Gib uns heute unser tigliches Brot;
and forgive us our trespasses, Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
as we forgive those Wie wir vergeben unserem
who trespass against us; Schuldigern;
and lead us not into temptation, Und fiihre uns nicht in
but deliver us from evil. Versuchung,sondern erlose
For thine is the kingdom, uns Von dem Bosen.
and the power, and the glory, Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,

forever and ever. Amen. und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.



Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también
nosotros perdonamos
a los que nos ofenden;
no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,
y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Amén.

We Sit
SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Cong.: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Cong.: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed *F bless, keep, and
sustain you now and to the end of the age. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW 763



SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in

peace. Share the harvest! Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

n } Il
)4 I | I | I ] ) I
VAW ] I [ | ] ] [
G 1 f . —— ETIRE
I O God,our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un -der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be -fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges 1in your sight are like an eve- ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient 1S your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: S1. ANNE, William Croft, 16781727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
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sor - rows like sea bil - lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast

this blest as - sur - ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is well, it is  well with my soul
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de - scend; e - ven SO it is  well with my soul
Refrain
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828—1888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876



My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a- bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3  What thoughmy joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since [ am his! Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.



