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Welcome! Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we
have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual
love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the
path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting

pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God
loves.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 vs. 1-3
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth,  here you shall call your  sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light 1s shin - ing,



— @ o'nljl ‘I

B

¥ he & o —
brought here to you in the light of this day.

called to be light to the whole hu - man race.

call us a-new to be salt for the -ecarth.

now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1n, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us 1n, the rich and the haugh-?y, gath-er us 1n, the

Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
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Gath-er us in  and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that 1s you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus 1in, all peo-ples to - geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, bh. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music @ 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



FIRST READING Proverbs 25:6-7

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom
literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading
is about humility.

Reader: ‘Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a
holy life, all of which are shaped by God'’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.

Reader: 'Let mutual love continue. “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 'Remember those who are in prison, as though you
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured. ‘Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God
will judge fornicators and adulterers. 'Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” °So we can say with
confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;

I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”

'Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their
way of life, and imitate their faith. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
“Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
confess his name. '“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.



GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers
to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s
gracious hospitality to those in need.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 14th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 'On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. ““When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; “and the host who invited both of you
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take
the lowest place. '"But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your
host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of
all who sit at the table with you. ''For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

“He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in
return, and you would be repaid. "But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind. “And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.”

866

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON

We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation ELW 796

0 4
VA
7\
{an

i
¢

I
o
—
1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
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1S laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;

my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
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What more can he  say than to  you he has said
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who
serve and teach your people (national, synodical, and local leaders may be named). Awaken in your
church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for
the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts (local
places may be named). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who
pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are
persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in
isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or
grieving. We pray especially for those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering from
violence and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, and Highland Park, those
suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, drought, and disease such as COVID-19,
monkeypox, and polio, and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and
youth ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to the
table. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Prayer Leader: For all the saints who confessed God’s name (especially Augustine, Bishop of Hippo,
and Moses the Black), we give thanks. May we cling to the promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, today, and forever. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast
on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in
the name of Jesus.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show
you the path of life this day and always.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONGS

God's Word Is Our Great Heritage (ELW 509)
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time shall last  your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a - tions.
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483—1546
The Doxology (ELW 884)
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is

beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE



