
12th Sunday After Pentecost 
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1812 North Highland Avenue                                           727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church            Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that 

God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an 

outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her 

bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 

gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice 

for those in need. 
  

Some practical things for you to know:  
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE                                     
 

We stand as we are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 
word never fails, whose promise is sure.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, 
Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the 
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN           Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                ELW 858 vs. 1-3 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your 
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Congregation: Amen. 
We sit. 
 

FIRST READING              Isaiah 56:1, 6-8                            Page  599 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, 

nationality, or any other category. 

 1Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 67 
 

 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 

 2Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 



 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 
 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 
 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 
 

 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 

 7May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.   
      

SECOND READING             Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32                       Page 921                    

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE                           



GOSPEL           Matthew 15:21-28                         Page 797                     

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 

observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a 

religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 15th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He 

answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 

you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We Sit 
 

SERMON                
 

We Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY     God, Whose Almighty Word             ELW 673 v. 1-3  

 

We Sit  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each petition ends either   “Lord, in your mercy,”   and we respond    “Hear our prayer.” 

        OR         “Hear us, O God”         and we respond    “Your mercy is great.” 

 

OFFERING  
 

We Stand 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY    

 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us 
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be 
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                  

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is 

closest to our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Vater unser, der du bist im  Himmel, 
 Geheiligt werde dein Name, 
 Dein Reich komme, 
 Dein Wille geschehe, 
  Auf Erden, wie im  Himmel. 
Gib uns heute unser tägliches Brot; 
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 
 Wie wir vergeben unserem 
Schuldigern; 
 Und führe uns nicht in 
 Versuchung,sondern erlöse  
 uns Von dem Bösen. 
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft, 
 und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,  
 santificado sea tu Nombre;  
 venga a nosotros tu reino;  
 hágase tu voluntad  
  en la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;  
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también  
 nosotros perdonamos  
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 no nos dejes caer en la  tentación,  
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,  
 y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. 
 Amén. 



We Sit 
 

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

After all have receive Communion, we stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Cong.: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Cong.: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. Congregation: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                   In Christ There Is No East or West                            ELW 650 
  
 

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 

been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in 

peace. Share the harvest! Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit.  Please 

come join us for cookies and conversation. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America.  Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved. 








