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Welcome! As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of
all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we
are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness,

Congregation: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Pastor: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven = and you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858 vs. 1-3
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.

sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 1s need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
0
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join - 1ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 8:4-7

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in
Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God
will not tolerate such a situation.

Reader: ‘Hear this, you that trample on the needy,

and bring to ruin the poor of the land,

“saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;

and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?

We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,

‘buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The Lorp has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2:1-7

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such
as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the
single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.

Reader: 'First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, “for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. “This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, ‘who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. "For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
‘who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. 'For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The reading 1s concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.
GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended
by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and
diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 16th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 'Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. “So he summoned him and
said to him, ‘What is this that [ hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.” ‘Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that
my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. ‘I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me
into their homes.’ °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do



you owe my master?’ ‘He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit
down quickly, and make it fifty.” "Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied,
‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ “And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. "And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you
into the eternal homes.

"“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. "'If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? “And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own? "“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the
one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit
SERMON
We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ELW 768
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God,whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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na-ture’s won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave’s shat - tered door,

all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to  use for home and kin-dred,and to spread the gos - pel word.
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gift-ed by you, we turn to you, of-f'ring up our - selves in  praise;
Now di - rect our dai-ly la-bor lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing, as we heed Christ’sage-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do - nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.
heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006

Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing
for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who
share your good news with the world. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation.
Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop
sustainable practices. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and
compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous
leaders (especially Dag Hammarskjold) and safeguard the dignity of each person. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into
economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing
banks, and emergency shelters (local outreach may be named) Provide for those in any need. We pray
especially for those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering from violence and terror
such as the people of Ukraine, Uvalde, Highland Park, and Bend, those suffering from natural
disasters such as wildfires, floods, drought, and diseases such as COVID-19, monkeypox, and polio,
and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in
the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the
witness of those who have gone before us, especially Carolyn DuMoulin and all those resting in our
Memorial Garden, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.



Worship Leader: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,

who sets a table for all. Congregation: Amen.
DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and

peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551 vs. 1-3
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1 The Spir-it  sends us forth to  serve; we g0 n
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands  of  Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let wus go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope 18 dim, to
Jjoy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim.  God’s Spir - it has em -
n Il ]
7 e e
O J—F
») 1 1
to the poor, God’s fa -  vor to pro - claim.
share a  dream and help the blind to see.
cher - 1sh life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 n Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 17341820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publicationg. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



