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Welcome! Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what
time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for
their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love.
In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the
presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Steadfast and faithful God,

Congregation: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For
the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we
turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion

is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In * Christ, you are
already and always forgiven. Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading ELW 401 vs. 1 4

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to
embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.
We sit.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10--4:11 Page 753
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city.
Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a
plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned
about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?



"When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it.

“'But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. "He prayed to the LorD and
said, “O Lorb! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 'And now, O LoRD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *‘And the Lorp said, “Is it right
for you to be angry?” “Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the
city.

‘The Lorp God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. '‘But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.
‘When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.”

'But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” "Then the LorD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.
"'And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
many animals?”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30 Page 953

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

[Paul writes:] *'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ’If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; “but to remain in the flesh is
more necessary for you. “’Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue
with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, *’so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

“’Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, ““and are in no way intimidated
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And
this is God’s doing. “'For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in



Christ, but of suffering for him as well—"’since you are having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
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GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 Page 801

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 20th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. “After agreeing with the laborers for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. "When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace; ‘and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. "And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 'They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” “When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” "When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. '"Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. ''And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '“saying, ‘These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” "But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? "“Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to
this last the same as I give to you. "Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ '“So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”



After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON

We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven ELW 864 vs. 1-3
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends  “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

We Stand
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uns Von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is

closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también

We Sit

Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel,

Geheiligt werde dein Name,

Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

Auf Erden, wie im Himmel.

Gib uns heute unser tigliches Brot;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,

Wie wir vergeben unserem
Schuldigern;

Und fiihre uns nicht in

Versuchung,sondern erlose

uns Von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.

Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Amén.



SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to
gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God of glory, & Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in

peace. God is at work in you. Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading
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1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.
2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 GQGuide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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It’s your lead-ing  that we’re need-ing, help us to fol - low you.
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.
Mo - ti - vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
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5 Keep us fervent in our witness,
unswayed by earth’s allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure. Refrain

4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment,
nor rootless liberty;
turn disquiet to contentment,
doubt into certainty. Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NJookwETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila
English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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help me  bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  ftrust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can  give; with you, O Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898




