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Welcome! Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair,
while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of
humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Steadfast and faithful God,

Congregation: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For
the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we
turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion

is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In * Christ, you are
already and always forgiven. Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Page 685
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and
did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites
people to turn and live.



'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? 'As I live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
‘Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is
only the person who sins that shall die.

“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? ““When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. “’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. ““Because they considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. “Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

“Therefore 1 will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.
"'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? “For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gop. Turn, then, and live.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13 Page 954

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

[Paul writes:] 'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, ‘make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. ‘Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. ‘Let each of you
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. °Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus,
‘who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
‘but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
‘he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.



"Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
"so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; "‘for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32 Page 802

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 21st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?” “Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. “'Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ *“But if we say, ‘Of



human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” *’So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am
doing these things.

“““What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.” “'He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.
“'The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go. 'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. “For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.”

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends  “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

We Stand

OFFERTORY
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad

en la tierra como en el cielo.

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también

We Sit
SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.

TABLE BLESSING

Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel,

Geheiligt werde dein Name,

Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

Auf Erden, wie im Himmel.

Gib uns heute unser tigliches Brot;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,

Wie wir vergeben unserem
Schuldigern;

Und fiihre uns nicht in

Versuchung,sondern erlose

uns Von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.

Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Ameén.

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your
Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to
gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Congregation: Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God of glory, & Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG  The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Enviado soy de Dios ELW 538

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. God is at work in you. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
Enviado soy de Dios

0 u
7 T T
Y 4N I | | | | I | | o |
{an K ! ! ! P ! ! ! | P
AN ) ¢ ¢ = ) ¢ o @ =
D - -
En - via - do soy de Dios, mi ma - no lis - taes - td
The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give,
0 u
) A ] N ] — ) L ]
N N R S W B = : :
2 — — E—T— — &
pa - ra cons-fruir con €l un mun -do fra - ter - nal
to make of all the earth a bet - ter place to live.
by — | 5 ' |
O e Ck
) r ' m—
Los dn - ge - les  no son en - via-dos a cam - biar
The an - gels are not  sent in - to our world of pain
0 u
d —a— i — i i i — o
= e e E—— S——— 2
un mun - do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jor;
to do what we were meant to do in Je - sus’ name;
9 4 ! K | I
G —r°F — -
U | | ! ! ! o
) r S— m—
me ha to - ca-doa mi ha - cer -lo rea - li - dad.
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.
0 _u  m—
i il I — ! Py 4 | I
G :
A - yi-da-me Se - for aha - cer tw vo -lun - tad.
Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



