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Welcome! Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all 
around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be 
accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify 
God forever.  
 

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:  

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are 
always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will 
guide you. 
 

PRELUDE        

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our 
days. Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
Congregation: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new 
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to 
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN              Morning Has Broken                       ELW 556  
 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Worship Leader: Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to 
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice 
for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING            Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22                    
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their ancestors. 
They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and to heal their land by 
sending life-giving rain. 

Reader:     7Although our iniquities testify against us, 
  act, O Lord, for your name’s sake; 
 our apostasies indeed are many, 
  and we have sinned against you. 
 8O hope of Israel, 
  its savior in time of trouble, 
 why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
  like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
 9Why should you be like someone confused, 
  like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 
 Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, 
  and we are called by your name; 
  do not forsake us! 
 

 10Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
 Truly they have loved to wander, 



  they have not restrained their feet; 
 therefore the Lord does not accept them, 
  now he will remember their iniquity 
  and punish their sins. 
 

 19Have you completely rejected Judah? 
  Does your heart loathe Zion? 
 Why have you struck us down 
  so that there is no healing for us? 
 We look for peace, but find no good; 
  for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, 
  the iniquity of our ancestors, 
  for we have sinned against you. 
 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 
  do not dishonor your glorious throne; 
  remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
 22Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 
  Or can the heavens give showers? 
 Is it not you, O Lord our God? 
  We set our hope on you, 
  for it is you who do all this. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18                                  
The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who faced 
death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by him and lent 
him strength. 
  

Reader: 6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on 
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me 
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against 
them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be 
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The 
Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



 

GOSPEL         Luke 18:9-14  
The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. 
Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own 
righteousness is humbled. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 18th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Worship Leader: 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I 
tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

After the reading... 

The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

We Sit 

SERMON                  
 

We Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Lord Jesus, Think on Me                    ELW 599  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your 
church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. 
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. Lead us to protect all 
living things. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and 
nations torn apart by violence and warfare, especially Ukraine. Unite all people toward common 
goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people 
filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit. 
We pray especially for those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering from violence and 
terror such as victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, 
floods, drought, storms such as Hurricanes Fiona and Ian, and diseases such as cancer, COVID-19, 
and polio, and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts…….. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this 
congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in love and follow in 
your ways. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for James of 
Jerusalem, those within our Memorial Garden, and all who have fought the good fight, finished the 
race, kept the faith, and now live with you . Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make 
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, 
who sets a table for all.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
  



Worship Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 

life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at 

the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our 

hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG        On Our Way Rejoicing                  ELW 537 



 
DISMISSAL 
Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have 
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is 
beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 


