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Welcome! The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s 
texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened 
for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the 
apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”  
 

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:  

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are 
always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will 
guide you. 
 

PRELUDE        

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our 
days. Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
Congregation: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new 
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to 
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN              Lord of All Hopefulness          ELW 765  



 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING            Malachi 4:1-2a                     
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil 
will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor 
God. 
 

Reader:     1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness 
shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



SECOND READING                  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13                                  
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s 
return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of 
this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 
  

Reader: 6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7For 
you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we 
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so 
that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to 
give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: 
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in 
doing what is right. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

GOSPEL         Luke 21:5-19  
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, 
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to 
testify and to endure without fear. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 21st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come 
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I 
am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 



nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 
13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in 
advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; 
and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a 
hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 

After the reading... 

The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

We Sit 

SERMON                  
 

We Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY            God, Whose Almighty Word                 ELW 673 vs. 1-3  

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage 
bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with 
wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of 
the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us care for 
what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard 
first responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any wounds in 
body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital 
personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the 
sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick. We pray especially for those on the prayer list of our 
congregation, those suffering from violence and terror such as victims of mass shootings, those 
suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, drought, storms such as Hurricanes Fiona, 
Ian, and Nicole, and diseases such as cancer, COVID-19, and polio, and those we name now with our 
lips or in our hearts…….. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 
gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us patience to work through 
disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Nurturing God, bless the food we have gathered to help feed those who are hungry. 
May the spirit of generosity that inspired this giving bring hope and encouragement to those who 
receive this food. May you also inspire us and the whole community to continue this generosity 
throughout this and every year. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died, especially 
those within our Memorial Garden. Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with 
you. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make 
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, 
who sets a table for all.  Congregation: Amen.  



DIALOGUE  

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
  
Worship Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 

life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at 

the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our 

hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG       For the Fruit of All Creation               ELW 679  



DISMISSAL 
Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have 
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is 
beginning! Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 


