25th Sunday After Pentecost
November 19, 2023
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Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the
coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief
in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us
to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled
with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—
eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved. Congregation: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Holy One,

Congregation: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one
another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to
your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your
creation.

Pastor: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through

+ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Word of God, Come Down on Earth ELW 510

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



Lord, have mer - cy.

Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have mer -

0 u Leader
DA . N \ N
y AR 4 I I N I I r 4 -
0y —<« E— P~ I ¢
~ . ™ — —_#@
In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
0 Assembly
s a—— | N N
v
Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have
0 4
,{ '” - - - } ’ | —
[ (an S gF—e |
Y — ! o —
For the reign of and for
0 4
DA N 5
i 1 . I I -
© .. - 1
, \_,J ————"
mer - cy. Lord, have - cy.
0 u i
)" A ] I
7 | —
¢ = — —
e
peace through-out the world, for the u-ni-ty of all, to the
0 u
y
y AW L] L] L]
1)
ANIVS
J
0 4
P A .| N - - 3y
= s =
J o~ L —
Lord. For your
0 4
i . h — I n
(e - ! P ‘ I
§= . e . —




n ” J
78 | I
T : ¢ .
v — - - '
peo -ple here who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
0 u
7 N
y 4 Ni— 4 - - -
 f4n | r
0 u
) = >
L I rf I - I I : L L
o & — d\__/‘
word,let us  pray to the Lord.
0 u
£+ - - I NM—— h i — I N
& = s e
Lord, havemer-cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have
0 u |
e T e
= — e
Help, save, and de-fend us, 0O God
0 u
Yy | LY 1
G——— 1% -_— —————
) L T > E—— = J—J &
mer - cy. A - men.

Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE

DAY

Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the
joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Page 765

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the LORD as
one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details
taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the LORD.



'Be silent before the Lord Gop! For the day of the Lorbp is at hand;
the LorD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,

“The Lorb will not do good, nor will he do harm.”

“Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.

“The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.
“That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness, '°a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

"I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.
“Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Page 960

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the
here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

[Paul writes:] 'Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. ‘For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. "When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! ‘But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;
“for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
°So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 'for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. "But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 'For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, "who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
""Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.



The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA VERSE
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Music: Caribbean traditional
GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30 Page 806

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that
God has provided them.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; "to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. '“The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. ''In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. '"But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. “After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. “'Then the one who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” *'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of



many things; enter into the joy of your master.” “’And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.” “'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” “'Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, |
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; “'so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours.” “’But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? “'Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with
interest. “'So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. “’For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. "As for this worthless slave, throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW 674
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & BLESSING OF THE HARVEST
Each petition ends  “Hear us, O God,” and we respond “Your mercy is great.”

OFFERING

We Stand
OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and
care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel,

hallowed be thy name, Geheiligt werde dein Name,

thy kingdom come, Dein Reich komme,

thy will be done, Dein Wille geschehe,

on earth as it is in heaven. Auf Erden, wie im Himmel.

Give us this day our daily bread; Gib uns heute unser tigliches Brot;
and forgive us our trespasses, Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,

as we forgive those Wie wir vergeben unserem

who trespass against us; Schuldigern;

and lead us not into temptation, Und fiihre uns nicht in

but deliver us from evil. Versuchung,sondern erlose
For thine is the kingdom, uns Von dem Bosen.

and the power, and the glory, Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,

forever and ever. Amen. und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.
Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo, nosotros perdonamos

santificado sea tu Nombre; a los que nos ofenden;

venga a nosotros tu reino; no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,

hagase tu voluntad y libranos del mal.

en la tierra como en el cielo. Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también Amén.
We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain
us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad
and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING

Pastor: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of

God, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning!
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




