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Welcome! Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating
with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous
and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be
made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the
hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well
and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759 vs. 1-3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of
your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Hosea 5:15--6:6 Page 733
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from
the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people
does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun.
God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.

"I will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

““Come, let us return to the LoRD;
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
*After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
‘Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”

‘What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
“Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets,
I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
°For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15

“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;
for I am God, your God.



‘I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are always before me.

‘I will not accept a calf from your stalls,
nor goats from your pens;

"“for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

"I know every bird of the mountains,
and the creatures of the fields are mine.

“If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

“Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to the Most High.

“Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25 Page 916

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a
right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God
makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

[Paul writes:] “The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. "“If it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.

“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ""as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. “Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” "He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “'No distrust made him waver concerning the



promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. ““Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” “"Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone,
“but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, “who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 Page 790

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the
incurable. Even the dead receive new life .

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 9th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

’As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said
to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

"“And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting
with him and his disciples. '"When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”” "But when he heard this, he said, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 'Go and learn what this means, ‘I
desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

“While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and
she will live.” "And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. “’Then suddenly a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and



touched the fringe of his cloak, *'for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be
made well.” “Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made
you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. ““When Jesus came to the leader’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, “‘he said, “Go away; for the girl
is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. “But when the crowd had been put outside,
he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. ’And the report of this spread
throughout that district.

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON

We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Our Every Il ELW 612 vs. 1-3

We Sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends either “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

OR “Hear us, O Lord” and we respond  “Your mercy is great.”
OFFERING
We Stand
OFFERTORY
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed *F bless, keep, and
sustain you now and to the end of the age.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886 vs. 1-3

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. Share the harvest!
Congregation: Thanks be to God!



Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as
you exit. Please come join us for cookies and conversation.
POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymns used with permission
under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 ftread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!

love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Healer of Our Every Il
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - 'ty sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ty broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the tri-umphs of  his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv’n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoN, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—1872
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