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Welcome! The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits
of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace”
of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are
forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP

LENTEN PRELUDE
We stand.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Worship Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Congregation: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Worship Leader: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was,
who is, and who is to come.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth,
through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin
is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us
forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more.

Congregation: Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our
hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be
honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! ELW 634 vs. 1-3
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
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Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 17261792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CorONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. Congregation: And also with you.

KYRIE Kyrie (Now the Feast) ELW 157
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to
be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Acts 5:27-32

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’death and resurrection. His response
to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin
through repentance.

Reader: “’"When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high
priest questioned them, “’saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”
“But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. "The
God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. *'God exalted
him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. “And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

The reading 1s concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Revelation 1:4-8

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian
prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and
end of all time.

Reader: “John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ‘and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

'Look! He 1s coming with the clouds; every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

*““I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The Strife is O’er, the Battle Won Refrain
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Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 18231889

GOSPEL John 20:19-31

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful
disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the
resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”

The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” “*When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
~So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” “'Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” “Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” “Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”

““Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON

We Stand



HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 6G188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to
go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and life.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with
your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. Lord,
in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By
your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Uphold your children who cry out to you (especially). Wherever people are overcome
by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise (especially the art and
music ministries of this congregation). With joyful motion and sound, send us forth with praise that
we cannot keep to ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as
Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 vs. 1
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Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For
your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For
your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For

your Word of life, O God,
Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

We Sit

BLESSING
Worship Leader: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of

adoption, * bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Let All Things Now Living ELW 881
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892—1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.
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DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



