
3rd Sunday After Epiphany 
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Welcome! As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship 

show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 

proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 

arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the 

very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have 

known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
  

Some practical things for you to know:  
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                                     
 

We stand as we are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for 
reflection. 
 

Pastor: God, our rock and refuge, 
Congregation: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not 
always loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 
 

Pastor: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In 
Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Congregation: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN             I Love to Tell the Story             ELW 661       
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
We sit. 
 

FIRST READING              Jonah 3:1-5, 10                         Page 1 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 
whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                1 Corinthians 7:29-31                            
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, 
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now 
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

GOSPEL           Mark 1:14-20                            
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 

gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 

respond with repentance and faith. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.” 
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We Sit 
 

SERMON         

We Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word            ELW 663 vs. 1-3  

We Sit  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends    “God of grace,”   and we respond    “receive our prayer.” 
 



OFFERING  

We Stand 
 

OFFERTORY    

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 
you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                             

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 



heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is 

closest to our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Sit 
 

COMMUNION SONG                    Jesus, Remember Me        ELW 616 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Vater unser im Himmel, 
Geheiligt werde dein Name. 
Dein Reich komme, 
Dein Wille geschehe, 
wie im Himmel, so auf Erden. 
 

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns heute; 
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern. 
 

Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung, 
sondern erlöse uns von dem Bösen. 
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft, 
 und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,  
 santificado sea tu Nombre;  
 venga a nosotros tu reino;  
 hágase tu voluntad  
  en la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;  
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también  

 nosotros perdonamos  
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 no nos dejes caer en la  tentación,  
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,  
 y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. 
 Amén. 



After all have receive Communion, we stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩  

bless you and remain with you always.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG              Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ          ELW 674      
 

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 

been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in 
peace. You are God’s beloved. Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 

Light refreshments are served after the church service.  Please come join us for cookies and conversation. 
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