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Clearwater, Florida  33755                                office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church            Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy 

people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed 

for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go 

forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 
  

Some practical things for you to know:  
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                                     
 

We stand as we are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 
word never fails, whose promise is sure. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, 
Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the 
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN       Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                    ELW 533 vs. 1-3 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of 



your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
We sit. 
 

FIRST READING             Exodus 19:2-8a                                          Page  57 
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them 
to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to 
God’s will. 

2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the 
Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 
6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you 
shall speak to the Israelites.” 
 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that 
the Lord had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord 
has spoken we will do.” 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 100 
 

 1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 

  2Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
 

 3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 

  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 

 4Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 

  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 

 5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

SECOND READING                 Romans 5:1-8                        Page 917                    

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a 
right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God 
makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist. 

[Paul writes:] 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 



in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE                           

 

GOSPEL           Matthew 9:35—10:8                        Page 790                     

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs 

his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 9th and 10th chapters.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 

cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son 



of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed 

him. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 

without payment. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We Sit 
 

SERMON                
 

We Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY            Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service           ELW 712 vs. 1-3  

 
We Sit  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & FATHERS’ DAY BLESSING 

Each petition ends either   “Lord, in your mercy,”   and we respond    “Hear our prayer.” 

        OR         “Hear us, O Lord”         and we respond    “Your mercy is great.” 
 

OFFERING  
 

We Stand 

OFFERTORY    



OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us 
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be 
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                  

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our 

hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

We Sit 
 

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

After all have receive Communion, we stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                     Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word                 ELW 663 
  
SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 

been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in 

peace. Share the harvest! Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as 
you exit.  Please come join us for cookies and conversation. 
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