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Welcome! The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God
better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet
the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted
through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able and face the Baptismal Font.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the

God of mercy. Congregation: Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: God, our provider,

Congregation: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal
life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Pastor: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW 763

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us
into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24 Page 684
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on
Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

“Thus says the Lord Gob:

I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.

“’On the mountain height of Israel
[ will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.

“All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LorbD.

I bring low the high tree,

I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.

I the LorD have spoken;

I will accomplish it.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17  Page 939

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a
human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All
who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lord—'for we walk by faith, not by sight. “Yes, we do have confidence, and
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. "So whether we are at home
or away, we make it our aim to please him. '’For all of us must appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil.

“For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. "And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. '"So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34 Page 815

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,”’and
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know



how. *“The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.
“But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

""He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use
for it? "It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth; “yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

“With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; “*he did
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON
We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY There in God’s Garden ELW 342 vs. 1-4
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION &« BLESSING OF THE MEN

Each petition ends  “Merciful God,” and we respond “receive our prayer.”
OFFERING

We Stand

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us
to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad

en la tierra como en el cielo.

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también

We Sit
COMMUNION

After all have receive Communion, we stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Vater unser im Himmel,
Geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

wie im Himmel, so auf Erden.

Unser téigliches Brot gib uns heute;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.

Und fiihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erlose uns von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.

Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Amén.

Assisting Minister: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING

Pastor: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, + be upon
you now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG This Is My Father's World ELW 824

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. You are the body of Christ. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service. Please come join us for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.



There in God’s Garden
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Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, ¢. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982
Music: SHADES MOUNTAIN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950

Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music,

Inc.

Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.




This Is My Father’s World

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901

Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther's world; 1 rest me in the thought of
This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This i1s my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won - ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!






