Sth Sunday After Pentecost

July 2, 2023
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church

727-446-5026
office@GraceCLW.com

Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives
a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our
baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful
welcome.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855 vs. 1-3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9 Page 638
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should
submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in
reply insisted that Hananiah'’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God
confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

"The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the
people who were standing in the house of the LorD; ‘and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen!
May the LorD do so; may the Lorp fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back
to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LorD, and all the exiles. 'But listen
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. “The prophets
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against
many countries and great kingdoms. ’As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word
of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORrD has truly sent the prophet.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-16

"Your love, O Lorp, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

“For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

T have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

‘I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”

"Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O Lorp, in the light of your presence.

“They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.



SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23 Page 918

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under
God'’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

[Paul writes:] Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. 'No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of righteousness. “For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.

“What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of
the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? ''But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, “and that you,
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. "' am speaking in human
terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanctification.

“"When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. *'So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. “’But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get
is sanctification. The end is eternal life. “’For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42 Page 791
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support
their ministry.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 10th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“““Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who
sent me. *'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous; “and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends either “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

OR “Hear us, O Lord” and we respond  “Your mercy is great.”
OFFERING
We Stand
OFFERTORY
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.



Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Cong.: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Cong.: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed *F bless, keep, and
sustain you now and to the end of the age. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729 vs. 1-3

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in

peace. Share the harvest! Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.
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