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Welcome! As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith.
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that
becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains
a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace
finds us first!

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. We have spoken falsely. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Pastor: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Be Thou My Vision ELW 793 vs. 1-3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation:
Amen.
We sit.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12 Page 266
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

"At Gibeon the LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” “And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 'And now, O LorD my God, you have made
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know
how to go out or come in. "And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 'Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil;
for who can govern this your great people?”

"It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 'God said to him, “Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies,
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, "I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and
no one like you shall arise after you.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17

Y our decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.

“"When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

“'T open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.

“’Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.



“Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.

""Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.

“"Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.

““My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39 Page 919

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

26/

[Paul writes:] ““The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. “’And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. “’For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. "And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

“'"What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? “He who
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? “"Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ““Who
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. “"Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? “As it is
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. “For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
We stand.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Page 795

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“'[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”

“He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid,
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“““Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; “when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. “’So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

"“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” “And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON



We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY
We Sit

Jesus, Priceless Treasure ELW 775

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends either “Lord, in your mercy,” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

OR “Hear us, O God” and we respond  “Your mercy is great.”
OFFERING
We Stand
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Cong.: Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Cong.: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed *F bless, keep, and
sustain you now and to the end of the age. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG If You But Trust in God to Guide You ELW 769

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in

peace. Share the harvest! Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:

I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
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Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow'r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




Jesus, Priceless Treasure
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
still in  thee lies pur - est plea - sure: Je - sus, price-less frea - sure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINE FREUDE, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662



If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross  will bring you safe through ev - 'ty loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi-dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



