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Welcome! Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us
as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters. Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for
reflection.

Pastor: God, our rock and refuge,

Congregation: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not
always loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant.
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen.

Pastor: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In
Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Baptized in Water ELW 456  Bulletin pg. 11
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over
the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5 Page 1
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story
was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good
news for us. God created and continues to create new life.

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ‘the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. ‘"Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. ‘And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the
Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. ‘He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
“Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.”
‘Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” "On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—'altogether there were about twelve of them.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

‘John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. "And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 'He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; [ am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. ‘I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

‘In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
""And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON
We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396 vs. 1-3
We Sit



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Pastor: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make
public affirmation of baptism into Christ. Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you
have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself,
enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold
us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Congregation. Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Congregation. I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Congregation. I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Congregation. I renounce them.

Assisting Minister: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
Assisting Minister: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Assisting Minister: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.



Pastor: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Congregation: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in
Christ?
Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift
of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and
forever. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends  “God of grace,” and we respond “receive our prayer.”

OFFERING

We Stand

OFFERTORY
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup
you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son,
Jesus, in whose name we pray. Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también

COMMUNION SONG

Vater unser im Himmel,
Geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

wie im Himmel, so auf Erden.

Unser téigliches Brot gib uns heute;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.

Und fiihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erlose uns von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos
a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, We
y libranos del mal. Sit
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,
y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Amén.
Jesus, Remember Me ELW 616
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After all have receive Communion, we stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,
bless you and remain with you always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing ~ ELW 543 Bulletin pg. 12

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Christ
the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service. Please come join us for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Baptized in Water
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giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.

2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.

3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Here you learned how much [ love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



