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The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy moun-
tain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised
day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word
and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ush-
ers will guide you.

The Bulletin The congregation’s responses are those in bold print or in ALL CAPS.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE Scenes of Advent by Wendy Roth

WELCOME

We stand.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations
to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the
dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from
sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our hearts
and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Congregation: Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 vs. 1
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:

let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel,

God fulfills the promise.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Congre-
gation: Amen.

We Sit

FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9 Page 606

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40-55, have not been realized.
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to
be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.

'O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
“as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
“When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
‘From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
"You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
‘We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
“Yet, O Lorp, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lorp,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.



The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 122:1-7
The psalm for the day is read responsively with the sung Advent refrain.
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To you, 0 Lord, I lift up my soul

'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

“In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.

‘Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

‘O Lorbp God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray? R

’You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

‘You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

'Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

"Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself. R

“And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.

“Restore us, O LOrRD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Page 926
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has

already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the
coming day of the Lord.



‘Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus, “for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind—"just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—'so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. "God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The reading is concluded:

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CELTIC ALLELUIA
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GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37 Page 826
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory
to end all suffering.
The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “*“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
“and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
“Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. “'Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

““From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. *’So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. “Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass



away.

“*“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but on-
ly the Father. “'Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. "It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. “Therefore, keep awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cock-
crow, or at dawn, “or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. “’And what I say to

you I say to all: Keep awake.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

ELW 257 vs. 1-4



and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Merciful God,” and we respond, “receive our prayer.”
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OFFERTORY
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Re-
ceive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Congregation: Amen.
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IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE!

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and

dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

COMMUNION SONG
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SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the
world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. In his love and care, nour-
ish and sustain all those who will receive this sacrament. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Fling Wide the Door ELW 259 vs. 1-3

BLESSING
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the
Spirit -+ remain upon you now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. Keep awake.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Advent Recollections by Jacob Morello

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymns used with permission
under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Fling Wide the Door

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
4 Come, Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; our hearts are o - pen
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comes in state; the Lord of lords and King  of kings, the
gen - tle self. His king - ly crown is ho - li-ness; his
king’s com-mands. And bless - ed be the hearts he rules, the
wide in trust. Oh, show us now your love ly grace, up -
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Sav - ior of the world who brings his great sal - va - tion
scep - ter is his love - li - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
it
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us  his, cre -
Spit - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly name, from age to age the same!



