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God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary
that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and
by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know
that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with
Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ush-
ers will guide you.

The Bulletin The congregation’s responses are those in bold print or in ALL CAPS.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE Scenes of Advent by Wendy Roth

WELCOME

We stand.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Pastor: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of prepa-
ration for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your
presence in the lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your
advent among us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near. Congregation: Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 vs. 4
4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah:

let the light banish darkness.

He is coming, tell the glad tidings.

Let your lights be shining!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming
love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Congregation: Amen.

We Sit

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Page 245

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house
(dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even
then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king,

the messiah, God’s anointed.

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LorD had given him rest from all his ene-
mies around him, ‘the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of ce-
dar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” ‘Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LorD is with you.”

‘But that same night the word of the LorD came to Nathan: "Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the LOrRD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? °I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle. '"Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” "Now therefore thus
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; "and I have been with you wherev-
er you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. '’And I will appoint a place for my people
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more;
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, ''from the time that I appointed judges
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LorD de-
clares to you that the LorD will make you a house. '“Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
The psalm for the day is read responsively with the sung Advent refrain.
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To you, 0 Lord, I lift up my soul

“*“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“'my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

“for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

“you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.

"You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation. R

°'You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,

“casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.

“You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

“You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,

“the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever. R

SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27 Page 925
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul
proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations.

“Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages ““but
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, accord-
ing to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—""to the only wise
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.



The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CELTIC ALLELUIA
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GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38 Page 831

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people
from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in
a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“’In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, “'to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. “*And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” *’But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. "The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *'And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. “He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. “'He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” “Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”” “The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. “'For nothing will be impossible with God.” “Then Mary said, “Here
am [, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel depart-
ed from her.

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



We Sit
SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY The Angel Gabriel from Heaven

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

ELW 265



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “Merciful God,” and we respond, “receive our prayer.”

OFFERING

OFFERTORY

IQ 7] | N | | ! .

BEEEE S e
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right

n ! i | 1 | i I —‘ i L] i
6= !_d 7. - | IP o — - JI 7 -‘Ib:‘ -
spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
n | | |
P i - =
ok . el .,
not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
9 | | —i i ' =_| | i
e o 7 - e . 2
J T T
your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Re-
ceive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Congregation: Amen.



DIALOGUE
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IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE!
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and

dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

COMMUNION SONG
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SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the
world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. In his love and care, nour-
ish and sustain all those who will receive this sacrament. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Joy to the World ELW 267 vs. 1-3

BLESSING
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the
Spirit -+ remain upon you now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. Keep awake.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Advent Recollections by Jacob Morello

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymns used with permission
under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Join us tonight for our Christmas Eve service! Starting
at 7pm, it will feature the Proclamation of the Birth
of Christ, Holy Communion, Candlelighting, and more.

There will be an extended Prelude starting around
6:45pm.




