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Welcome! In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word,
anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good
news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures
forever.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Holy One, source of our renewal,

Congregation: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have
not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the
world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of = Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Baptized in Water
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1 Bap-tized 1in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his ris - ing,  freed and for -

sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling
to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will
not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of
the servant’s task. God'’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring
light to the nations.
Reader: ‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.
“He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;
“a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
‘He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

“Thus says God, the LorD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:
‘I am the LorD, | have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
'to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.
‘I am the LorbD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
’See, the former things have come to pass, and new things [ now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.



The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good
news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of
Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Reader: “Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, “but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
““You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord
of all. "That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. “"We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on
a tree; “'but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, “'not to all the people but to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. “He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. “All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly
as God'’s child.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 3rd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: "Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. "“John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” "But Jesus



answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. '“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on

him. ""And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized vs. 1-3
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1 Christ, when for wus you were bap - tized, God’s Spir - it on you
2 God  called you,*My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.

Music: LOBT GOTT, ITHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

CORPORATE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Pastor: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public
affirmation of baptism into Christ. Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the



gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in
the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ. Congregation: Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response:
I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father?
Congregation: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Congregation: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Congregation: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Pastor: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Congregation: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.



Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new things you
are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the
baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the waters of
life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds (local water sources may be named). Bring
relief to parched lands and to communities without access to safe water. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and constructive
dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities to govern with equity,
vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, war,
poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who
help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing crisis (especially). Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your
people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a new ministry.
Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for those who
have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in Christ’s
resurrection life. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ
crucified.
Amen.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W, Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people
of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pastor: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live
to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit.



Pastor: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to
our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with
you.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those
who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod = bless,
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 *QGo, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 *“Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my  Own.
Here vyou learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, jJoy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1519, alt.
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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