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Welcome! Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic
fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as
humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

Welcome! Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, are
always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our ushers will
guide you.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days. Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness,

Congregation: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Pastor: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven = and you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! ELW 634 1-3
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1 All hal the pow’r of Je- sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 0 sced of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God 1n - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.

go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who savesyou by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God 1in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; I. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CoroNaTION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide
with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd.
Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “‘flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will
raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.

Reader: ‘Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.
“Therefore thus says the LorD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people:
It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to
them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LorD. "Then I myself will gather the
remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. ‘I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

"The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ‘In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be
called: “The LorbD is our righteousness.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 1:11-20
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one
who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God.



Reader: '"May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully “giving thanks to the Father, who
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. "He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, "“in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; '“for in him all things in heaven
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. ""He himself is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. “He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. "For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, “and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 23:33-43

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that
to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised
sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 23rd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: “"When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.””]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. *And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” ““The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine, 'and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” “There was also an
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

“One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “’But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since



you are under the same sentence of condemnation? *'And we indeed have been condemned justly, for
we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” ““Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” “'He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you

will be with me in Paradise.”

After the reading...

The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON

We Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

Crown Him with Many Crowns

ELW 855 vs. 1-3
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin’s Son, the In - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.

the root whence mer - cy

ev - er flows, the

but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 18231903, st. 4

Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

babe of Beth-le - hem.
mys - ter - 1es

so bright.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in
creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from
destruction (local water sources or protected lands may be named). Guide us in careful stewardship
of waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice
and peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy for
all people. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the unheard
and break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with your
redeeming light. We pray especially for those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering
from violence and terror such as victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters
such as wildfires, floods, drought, storms such as Hurricanes Fiona, Ian, and Nicole, and diseases
such as cancer, COVID-19, and polio, and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts........
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastor/s, deacon/s, and council members in
discernment, and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give this congregation a spirit of discipleship
and service. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: We give thanks for all who have died in the faith, especially those within our
Memorial Garden. Console us who mourn and comfort us with the beautiful promise of life in your
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all. Congregation: Amen.



DIALOGUE

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Worship Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Worship Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at
the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and

peace. And may the holy Trinity, * one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434 1-3
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - 11 - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



