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Welcome! On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment.
In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor,
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost,
weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of
Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come.
Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our
loving words and deeds.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved. Congregation: Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Holy One,

Congregation: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one
another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to
your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your
creation.

Pastor: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through

+ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns  ELW 855vs. 1,3 &5

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Page 702
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume
the role of shepherd in Israel. The LorRD will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my
servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.

"Thus says the Lord Gop: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. “As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. "I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. "I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. "I myself
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord Gop. "I will
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong [ will destroy. I will feed them with justice.

“'Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. 'Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

“T will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. **And I, the Lorp, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them; I, the LorD, have spoken.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23 Page 949

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now
and in the age to come.

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. ''I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, “so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious



inheritance among the saints, "and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. ’God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, *'far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the age to come. “And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, “*which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
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Music: Caribbean traditional
GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46 Page 807

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what
is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "'“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. “All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
“and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. “Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared



for you from the foundation of the world; “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.” "'Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? “And when was it that we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? "And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ “’And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’
“"Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; ““for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, “'I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” “Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ “Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” “*And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON
We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434
We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends “Hear us, O God,” and we respond “Your mercy is great.”

OFFERING

We Stand
OFFERTORY
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and
care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day



overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.
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uns Von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is
closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Vater unser, der du bist im Himmel,

hallowed be thy name, Geheiligt werde dein Name,

thy kingdom come, Dein Reich komme,

thy will be done, Dein Wille geschehe,

on earth as it is in heaven. Auf Erden, wie im Himmel.

Give us this day our daily bread; Gib uns heute unser tigliches Brot;
and forgive us our trespasses, Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,

as we forgive those Wie wir vergeben unserem

who trespass against us; Schuldigern;

and lead us not into temptation, Und fiihre uns nicht in

but deliver us from evil. Versuchung,sondern erlose
For thine is the kingdom, uns Von dem Bosen.

and the power, and the glory, Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,

forever and ever. Amen. und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.
Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo, nosotros perdonamos

santificado sea tu Nombre; a los que nos ofenden;

venga a nosotros tu reino; no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,

hagase tu voluntad y libranos del mal.

en la tierra como en el cielo. Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también Amén.
We Sit

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING

After all have receive Communion, we stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain
us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad
and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING

Pastor: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of

God, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning!
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as you exit. Please
come join us for cookies and conversation.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



Crown Him with Many Crowns
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
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No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All halil, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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who died, e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893




Jesus Shall Reign
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fume shall rise with ev - try morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793



Soon and Very Soon
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945

Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




