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Welcome! The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that
glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in
the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good
news of God’s love to all people.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We stand as we are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: God of life,

Congregation: you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be
messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and
our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-
centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical,
restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life in
you.

Pastor: Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In + Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all
the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Congregation: Amen.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a
star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full
vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s
presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will
come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God'’s praise.

'Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LorD has risen upon you.
’For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lorp will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
‘Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

‘Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
“Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
°A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel
ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of
God'’s promised salvation.

'This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
‘and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, “a
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. "In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.

'Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. "Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, "and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; "’so
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. ''This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, “in whom we have access to God in boldness
and confidence through faith in him.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
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GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 2nd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.



'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” "When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; ‘and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. “They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ”

'Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” "When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. “And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We Sit

SERMON
We Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY The First Noel ELW 300
We Sit

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends

OFFERING

We Stand

OFFERTORY
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“Hear us, O God,” and we respond

“Your mercy is great.”

F

NO
Y1

i g

Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord,

v *

_i\ ‘_d —] ‘I_!_‘_

and fill to the brim our cup of

N |
YD I I
—— = — ; =" :
i/ | b & ‘ ‘ 1Y
TE . .
bless -ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
Q | lD i
y /| I p g
 (an - IP 2 IP 5 —

we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gath-er the hopes
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share
with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word

made flesh. Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE
Pastor: The Lord be

with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your

hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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uns Von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, Und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to
your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s

openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do

this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most

High, one God, now and forever Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is

closest to our hearts.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad

Vater unser im Himmel,
Geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

wie im Himmel, so auf Erden.

Unser téigliches Brot gib uns heute;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.

Und fiihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erlose uns von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.

en la tierra como en el cielo. Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder, We
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. ¢;,
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también Amén.
COMMUNION SONG Jesus, Remember Me ELW 616
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After all have receive Communion, we stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace,
truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make
us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send
peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG As with Gladness Men of Old  ELW 302 vs. 1-3  bulletin pg. 12

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Christ
the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service. Please come join us for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. ecarth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can [ give  him, poor. . . . as I am?
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carth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
It I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW ONn  SNow, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what 1 can I give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustay Holst, 1874-1934




As with Gladness Men of Old
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I As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and Dbare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
24 = T
G— SSes =SS
as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.

where they need no

there

for - ev - er

Text: William C. Dix, 18371898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
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