
Palm Sunday 
April 13, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                           727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church            Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the 
journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do 
violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, 
he asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these 
forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and 
thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 
  

Some practical things for you to know:  
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 

We gather outside under the porch at the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

PRELUDE                                     
 

 

ACCLAMATION  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Congregation: Hosanna in the highest!  
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BRANCHES/PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Congregation: Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING & GATHERING HYMN   Hosanna! Hosanna!  

Words by Jeanette Threlfall, additional words and music by Timothy Mayfield 

                All Glory, Laud, and Honor      ELW 344 Verses as needed 

We sit. 

 



FIRST READING             Isaiah 50:4-9a                                  
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact 
that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important 
role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 

 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                  Philippians 2:5-11            
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his 
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all. 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 



 And being found in human form, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

GOSPEL    Luke 19:28-40                                                         
Jesus enters Jerusalem in the manner in which the prophets foretold. But in less than a week, 
the loud acclamations would become shouts of rejection. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 19th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
  29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, 
he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you 
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32 So those who were sent 
departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it 
to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down 
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully 
with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying,  
 “Blessed is the king 
  who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Peace in heaven, 
  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40 He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We Sit 
 

SERMON                                      

We stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Prepare the Royal Highway               ELW 264 vs. 1-3 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



We Sit 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each petition ends    “God, in your mercy,”   and we respond    “receive our prayer.” 

 

OFFERING 

We stand 

 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart 
to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing 
those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift 
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                             

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.  
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in whichever language is 

closest to our hearts. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Sit 

COMMUNION 
 

We stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send 
us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Vater unser im Himmel, 
Geheiligt werde dein Name. 
Dein Reich komme, 
Dein Wille geschehe, 
wie im Himmel, so auf Erden. 
 

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns heute; 
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern. 
 

Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung, 
sondern erlöse uns von dem Bösen. 
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft, 
 und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,  
 santificado sea tu Nombre;  
 venga a nosotros tu reino;  
 hágase tu voluntad  
  en la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;  
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también  

 nosotros perdonamos  
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 no nos dejes caer en la  tentación,  
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,  
 y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. 
 Amén. 



BLESSING 

Pastor: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 

now and forever. Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG        O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                      ELW 351 vs. 1-3 

 

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 

been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in 

peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
Light refreshments are served after the church service.  Please come join us for cookies and conversation. 

At Grace Lutheran Church we strive to welcome all persons regardless of ability, age, culture, education, 
economic status, ethnicity, gender, language, or orientation. “For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 

through faith.” Galatians 3:26 NRSV 
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