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Welcome! This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides 

into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, 

abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human 

vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all 

human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his 

death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the 

completion of God’s astonishing work.  
  
Some practical things for you to know:  

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 

PRELUDE     

 

We stand as we are able. 
 

ACCLAMATION  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Congregation: Hosanna in the highest!  
 

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING & GATHERING HYMN   Lift Up Your Heads by 

Allan Pote    &    All Glory, Laud, and Honor    Verses 1-4          ELW 344 & Bulletin Page 11 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BRANCHES & PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Congregation: Amen. 
We sit. 
 



FIRST READING             Isaiah 50:4-9a                                 Page  594 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact 
that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important 
role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 

 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                  Philippians 2:5-11           Page 954                    

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force 
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by 
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of 



Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
 

LENTEN VERSE                           

GOSPEL           Mark 11:1-11                                                Page 823                      

Jesus enters Jerusalem in the manner in which the prophets foretold. But in less than a week, 

the loud acclamations would become shouts of rejection. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 11th chapter.  
 

 

Cong.: 
 

                                                Glo - ry to  you,  O    Lord. 
 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 
[Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 
and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 
outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 
take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many 
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
  “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 



 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

 

Cong.: 

                                                
 

    Pra-ise to—  you—, O—   Christ. 

We Sit 

SERMON                   
 

We Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Prepare the Royal Highway                  ELW 264 vs. 1-3 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 



who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

We Sit  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends    “Hear us, O Lord”         and we respond    “Your mercy is great.” 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we 

have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but 

with hunger for justice and peace. Congregation: Amen.  

 

CONSECRATION OF COMMITMENT CARDS   
Let us pray. Bless these Commitment Cards upon which we will share our intentions for our 
discipline of giving forward that which you have given us. Guide the hearts, minds, and souls of 
those who fill them out so that the your will is expressed through these commitments. Bless this 
congregation that our shared resources meet the opportunities before us to live out the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Congregation: Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIALOGUE  

 
Pastor: 

 
                               The   Lord  be with   you. 



 

 

   Cong.: 

 
                                                      And   al - so with you. 
 

 

Pastor: 

 
 

                                   Lift—     up—  your  hearts. 
 

 

    Cong.: 

 

                                                                               We   lift  them   to      the    Lord.  

 
 

Pastor: 
 

 

                          Let     us    give                thanks        to          the         Lord      our         God. 

  

 

Cong.: 

 

 

               It         is   right   to       give   our ——  thanks and  praise.    

 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift 
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                  
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness  
endures from age to age. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 

                        Christ has   died.    Christ has ri -sen. Christ will come       a   -   gain. 

 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

We Sit 
 



After all have receive Communion, we stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes 
of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 
the world with your love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 

those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded        ELW 351 vs. 1-3 
  
SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have shouted “Hosanna in the highest!” and sung of the crucifixion of our Lord, 

we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have been 

forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Now even as this service of worship is ending, this holiest of weeks is just beginning! Let us 

finish this Lenten journey to prepare us to celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

Light refreshments are served after the church service on the front porch just to the left as 

you exit.  Please come join us for cookies and conversation. 

POSTLUDE                          
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