Transfiguration Sunday
March 2, 2025

uke 9:2

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755

727-446-5026
office@GraceCLW.com

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It
was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true
of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed
into the same image” by God’s Spirit.

Some practical things for you to know:
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here!

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our
ushers will guide you.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

Please stand as you are able.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs
of your promise and servants of all.

Congregation: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew
our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Pastor: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN How Good, Lord, to Be Here! ELW 315 vs. 1-3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our
humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten Commandments on
Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the
radiance of God'’s glory, taking it off when he spoke directly with God.

“’Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because
he had been talking with God. "’ When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. *' But Moses called to them; and
Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. *
Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lorp had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. ” When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face; " but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take
the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, ” the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining;
and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ.
The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled

glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.

" Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, " not like Moses, who put a veil
over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set
aside. "* But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of
the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. " Indeed, to this
very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; '° but when one turns to the Lord,
the veil is removed. ''Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. " And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for
this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

“! Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. ° We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or



to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the
conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 9:28-36

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of
the resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus
resumes his mission with a demonstration of his power over evil.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 9th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. ~’ And while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. *’ Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and
Elijah, talking to him. *' They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. “ Now Peter and his companions were weighed down
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood
with him. " Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. ** While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and
they were terrified as they entered the cloud. * Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” ** When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



We Sit
SERMON

We stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834
We Sit

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends  “God of grace,” and we respond “hear our prayer.”

OFFERING
We stand

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths
of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us
overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading
of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming
into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now

and forever. Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in whichever language is

closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también

Sit
COMMUNION
We stand.

Vater unser im Himmel,
Geheiligt werde dein Name.
Dein Reich komme,

Dein Wille geschehe,

wie im Himmel, so auf Erden.

Unser tiigliches Brot gib uns heute;
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.

Und fiihre uns nicht in Versuchung,
sondern erlose uns von dem Bosen.
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft,
und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen.

nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
y libranos del mal.

Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,

y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos.
Ameén.
We



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food
and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation
and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The Spirit of the triune God = bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and
send you in love.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: Battle Hymn of the Republic ELW 890

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in
peace. Live in hope. Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Light refreshments are served after the church service. Please come join us for cookies and conversation.

At Grace Lutheran Church we strive to welcome all persons regardless of ability, age, culture, education,
economic status, ethnicity, gender, language, or orientation. “For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith.” Galatians 3:26 NRSV
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