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Welcome! The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. 

He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by 

a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet 

again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, 

and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all 

victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to 

the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 23:23-29  

Introduction to the Lesson: Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s 
judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, 
like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people 
through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 
 

Reader: again: 23 “I am a God who is everywhere and not in one place only. 24 No one 

can hide where I cannot see them. Do you not know that I am everywhere in heaven and 

on earth? 25 I know what those prophets have said who speak lies in my name and claim 

that I have given them my messages in their dreams. 26 How much longer will those 

prophets mislead my people with the lies they have invented? 27 They think that the 

dreams they tell will make my people forget me, just as their ancestors forgot me and 

turned to Baal. 28 The prophet who has had a dream should say it is only a dream, but 

the prophet who has heard my message should proclaim that message faithfully. What 



good is straw compared with wheat? 29 My message is like a fire and like a hammer 

that breaks rocks in pieces.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL    Luke  12:49-56                    
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and poten-

tially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads follow-

ers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 12th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 49 “I came to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already kin-

dled! 50 I have a baptism to receive, and how distressed I am until it is over! 51 Do you 

suppose that I came to bring peace to the world? No, not peace, but division. 52 From 

now on a family of five will be divided, three against two and two against 

three. 53 Fathers will be against their sons, and sons against their fathers; mothers will 

be against their daughters, and daughters against their mothers; mothers-in-law will be 

against their daughters-in-law, and daughters-in-law against their mothers-in-law.” 

54 Jesus said also to the people, “When you see a cloud coming up in the west, at once 

you say that it is going to rain—and it does. 55 And when you feel the south wind blow-

ing, you say that it is going to get hot—and it does. 56 Hypocrites! You can look at the 

earth and the sky and predict the weather; why, then, don't you know the meaning of 

this present time?”  

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

A Division That Brings Peace 

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same time. The message of 
God’s governance among us, which lifts up the lowly and challenges the mighty, brings 
division. The good news brings division because some welcome it with exuberant joy, 
since it is the only good news they hear, and some resist it because it is a profound chal-
lenge to human assumptions about God, the world, and us. 

We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring peace, but division. 
This is because he insists on a gospel of peace for everyone, not just a few. The division 
Jesus speaks of is not the goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that everyone 



is included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the price he is willing to pay if 
that’s what it takes to usher in a world of true peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid 
that price when he was crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way. 

The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the fray of lifting up peo-
ple the world deems unwelcome or lowly. Who is excluded or marginalized in your com-
munity? Why is this so? Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginalization, or 
does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out elsewhere? What divi-
sion has this faithfulness to the gospel caused? The most wonderful witness the church 
gives, and the most divisive thing it does, is declare forgiveness to every repentant heart 
in Christ’s name: the excluded and the exclusive, the lowly and the mighty. The most 
beautiful inbreaking of the governance of God is when humble persons gather around 
Christ’s table, open their hands to receive bread and wine, and deeply embrace their own 
welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the very same table. In that sacramental mo-
ment, the peace that led to division turns into complete peace. 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word            verses 1 & 2 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected 
by natural disasters, especially those places impacted by wildfires, drought, and floods. 
Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. 
Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people 
harmed by discrimination based on race, ability, gender, and sexual orientation. Rescue 
us from all systems that degrade our fellow human beings. Console those who grieve 
and embrace those who cry out to you. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait 
for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you. 
We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, those suffering from violence and ter-
ror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland Park, and those suffer-
ing from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-19, and these we name 
now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Lord, in 
your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 
 



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


