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Welcome! Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in 

the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they 

cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms 

of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In 

comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, 

God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.   
 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and 
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Romans 10:5-15  
Introduction to the Lesson: A right relationship with God is not something we 
achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is 
Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving ac-
tions. 
 

Reader: 5 Moses wrote this about being put right with God by obeying the Law: 
“Whoever obeys the commands of the Law will live.” 6 But what the scripture 
says about being put right with God through faith is this: “You are not to ask your-
self, Who will go up into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down). 7 “Nor are you 
to ask, Who will go down into the world below?” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
death). 8 What it says is this: “God's message is near you, on your lips and in your 
heart”—that is, the message of faith that we preach. 9 If you confess that Jesus is 
Lord and believe that God raised him from death, you will be saved. 10 For it is by 
our faith that we are put right with God; it is by our confession that we are saved. 
11 The scripture says, “Whoever believes in him will not be disappointed.” 12 This 
includes everyone, because there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles; God 
is the same Lord of all and richly blesses all who call to him. 13 As the scripture 
says, “Everyone who calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.” 



14 But how can they call to him for help if they have not believed? And how can 
they believe if they have not heard the message? And how can they hear if the mes-
sage is not proclaimed? 15 And how can the message be proclaimed if the messen-
gers are not sent out? As the scripture says, “How wonderful is the coming of mes-
sengers who bring good news!” 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 14:22-33         

Introduction to the Gospel: Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as 
people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew 
shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them 
in their time of fear and doubt.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 14th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 Then Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side of the lake, while he sent the people away. 23 After sending the people away, 
he went up a hill by himself to pray. When evening came, Jesus was there alone; 
24 and by this time the boat was far out in the lake, tossed about by the waves, be-
cause the wind was blowing against it. 25 Between three and six o'clock in the 
morning Jesus came to the disciples, walking on the water. 26 When they saw him 
walking on the water, they were terrified. “It's a ghost!” they said, and screamed 
with fear. 
27 Jesus spoke to them at once. “Courage!” he said. “It is I. Don't be afraid!” 28 
Then Peter spoke up. “Lord, if it is really you, order me to come out on the water 
to you.” 29 “Come!” answered Jesus. So Peter got out of the boat and started walk-
ing on the water to Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he was afraid 
and started to sink down in the water. “Save me, Lord!” he cried. 31 At once Jesus 
reached out and grabbed hold of him and said, “What little faith you have! Why 
did you doubt?” 32 They both got into the boat, and the wind died down. 33 Then 
the disciples in the boat worshiped Jesus. “Truly you are the Son of God!” they ex-
claimed. 
After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY            Eternal Father, Strong to Save         verses 1 and 2  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
 

Prayer Leader: God of grace and faith, your faithfulness is never-ending, and your 
righteousness becomes ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the 



gospel both near and far, in church buildings and on street corners, in person and 
through digital means. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political 
leaders your desire, support the work of international peace organizations, and pro-
vide relief for those in war-torn areas, especially Ukraine. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are 
afraid. Bring calm to any who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, 
nurses, and other health care providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any 
who are sick. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from 
war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those 
suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, 
floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now………and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ………. Lord, in 
your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your blessing on all 
who are engaged in the work of education: give them clearness of vision and fresh-
ness of thought, and enable them so to train the hearts and minds of their students 
that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the challenges of life. We 
give you thanks for the spiritual gift of teaching. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
O God, source of all goodness: we give you thanks for the gift of reason and the 
opportunity for education. Bless our schools and those that staff them, that they 
may be places of learning and safety where teachers challenge the minds and nur-
ture the hearts of students. Help their administrators create a learning environment 
in which teachers and students may work together in mutual respect and find joy in 
the challenges of academic life, especially during these challenging times. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
O God, source of knowledge, watch over these students during their days of learn-
ing. Open their minds to the new insights, skills, and talents with which they will 
be presented. Above all, protect them and keep them safe, including from anyone 
who would try to take from them their confidence in their status as a child of God, 
and from all illnesses but especially from COVID-19 and monkeypox. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 



Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 



Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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