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Welcome! Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day,
and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Re-
joice at all the wonderful things God is doing.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.




4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger :

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile
creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us
strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may
rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:9b-14

Introduction to the Lesson: God promises those who have returned from exile that where
justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and light will rise in the darkness. It is
a day for new beginnings.

Reader: “If you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of contempt, and to every evil
word; 10 if you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are in need, then the dark-
ness around you will turn to the brightness of noon. 11 And I will always guide you and
satisfy you with good things. I will keep you strong and well. You will be like a garden
that has plenty of water, like a spring of water that never goes dry. 12 Your people will
rebuild what has long been in ruins, building again on the old foundations. You will be
known as the people who rebuilt the walls, who restored the ruined houses.”

13 The Lord says, “If you treat the Sabbath as sacred and do not pursue your own inter-
ests on that day; if you value my holy day and honor it by not traveling, working, or



talking idly on that day, 14 then you will find the joy that comes from serving me. I will
make you honored all over the world, and you will enjoy the land I gave to your ances-
tor, Jacob. I, the Lord, have spoken.”

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 13:10-17
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new be-

ginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading of the sabbath command, Je-
sus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free from bondage.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 10 One Sabbath Jesus was teaching in a synagogue. 11 A woman there
had an evil spirit that had kept her sick for eighteen years; she was bent over and could
not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called out to her, “Woman, you are
free from your sickness!” 13 He placed his hands on her, and at once she straightened
herself up and praised God.

14 The official of the synagogue was angry that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, so he
spoke up and said to the people, “There are six days in which we should work; so come
during those days and be healed, but not on the Sabbath!”

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Any one of you would untie your ox or
your donkey from the stall and take it out to give it water on the Sabbath. 16 Now here
is this descendant of Abraham whom Satan has kept in bonds for eighteen years; should
she not be released on the Sabbath?”” 17 His answer made his enemies ashamed of them-
selves, while the people rejoiced over all the wonderful things that he did.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

A Good Time for Liberation

Luke tells us that Jesus had such compassion for an ailing woman that he healed her
without waiting. It’s hard to imagine what it was like for her to be bent over for eight-
een years. Anyone who has known back pain knows how debilitating it can be. The im-
age of her stooped over 1s quickly transformed when she is healed, is liberated from her
ailment, and stands up straight. She is set free from pain and social isolation. She spon-
taneously praises God. How could she not?



Some people present with Jesus and the woman did not celebrate or praise God. They
complained that Jesus’ timing was bad. It was the Sabbath day. Sabbath is a holy gift
from God given for God’s people to have rest, to be free from the burdens of labor, and
to enjoy life in community with one another and God. Some thought restrictions against
doing work meant it was a bad time for healing. They failed to see that as good as Sab-
bath-keeping is, there is never a bad time for healing. It is always the right time to liber-
ate people from whatever disease and oppression keeps them bent over and suffering.

Luke’s message is that Jesus comes to bring God’s liberation for the poor, oppressed,
sick, and sinful. Through mercy granted unconditionally, a new world is formed in
Christ where it is always a good time for healing and liberation. Just as Jesus lifted up
the woman bent over in pain, God lifts up the lowly and humble to give them life and
liberty.

God surprises us with grace that comes even when we think it can’t be the right time.
Whether it is God claiming us in Christ through baptism, or granting healing from dis-
ease, or lifting up people bent over from marginalization, it is always the right time.
How could we not offer our spontaneous praise as we are lifted up by such good news?

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY There Is a Balm in Gilead verses 1 & 2
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the
creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us continu-
ally in our baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our di-
verse gifts in service to the whole people of God. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and spir-
its in this worshiping assembly. Give rest to all who lead our congregation in worship,
study, and service. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are af-
flicted. Heal those who are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all
who cry out under the weight of mental, emotional, or physical distress. We pray espe-
cially for all those on our prayer list, those suffering from violence and terror such as the
people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland Park, and those suffering from natural
disasters such as wildfires, floods, droughts and disease such as COVID-19, and these
W€ name now................ and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts .........
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



