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Welcome! In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all 

people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in to-

day’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus 

heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend 

its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 

meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in 

need.   
 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 
who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with com-
passion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  
Introduction to the Lesson: The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of 
God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who be-
longs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 

Reader: The Lord says to his people, “Do what is just and right, for soon I will 

save you.” 

6 And the Lord says to those foreigners who become part of his people, who love 

him and serve him, who observe the Sabbath and faithfully keep his covenant: 7 “I 

will bring you to Zion, my sacred hill, give you joy in my house of prayer, and ac-

cept the sacrifices you offer on my altar. My Temple will be called a house of pray-

er for the people of all nations.” 

8 The Sovereign Lord, who has brought his people Israel home from exile, has 

promised that he will bring still other people to join them. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 



 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 15:21-28         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter 
of the heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this 
teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches 
him for help.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 15th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 Jesus left that place and went off to the territory near the cities of Tyre and Si-

don. 22 A Canaanite woman who lived in that region came to him. “Son of David!” 

she cried out. “Have mercy on me, sir! My daughter has a demon and is in a terri-

ble condition.” 23 But Jesus did not say a word to her. His disciples came to him 

and begged him, “Send her away! She is following us and making all this noise!” 

24 Then Jesus replied, “I have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of Is-

rael.” 25 At this the woman came and fell at his feet. “Help me, sir!” she said. 26 

Jesus answered, “It isn't right to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs.” 

27 “That's true, sir,” she answered, “but even the dogs eat the leftovers that fall 

from their masters' table.” 28 So Jesus answered her, “You are a woman of great 

faith! What you want will be done for you.” And at that very moment her daughter 

was healed. 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            In Christ There Is No East or West         PRAY-

ERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
 

Prayer Leader: O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are 
newly baptized and newly ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life 
into ecumenical and inter-religious endeavors, and support missionaries throughout 
the globe. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Prayer Leader: You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. In-
spire all in authority to protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, 
support fair elections, provide care for military personnel and veterans, and show 
mercy to those for whom they have responsibility. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace 
people who have been rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by rac-
ism or prejudice, shield any who are persecuted, console the dying, and heal the 
sick. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and 
terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering 
from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and 
chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name now………and 
those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ………. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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