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Welcome! Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy
baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same
Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting

still.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 5
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5 Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to
those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the gener-
osity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Proverbs 25:6-7

Introduction to the Lesson: The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings
known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and
people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility.

Reader: 6 When you stand before the king, don't try to impress him and pretend to be
important. 7 It is better to be asked to take a higher position than to be told to give your
place to someone more important.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He

uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation.
Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in
need.



Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 14th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: One Sabbath Jesus went to eat a meal at the home of one of the leading
Pharisees; and people were watching Jesus closely.

7 Jesus noticed how some of the guests were choosing the best places, so he told this
parable to all of them: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not sit down
in the best place. It could happen that someone more important than you has been invit-
ed, 9 and your host, who invited both of you, would have to come and say to you, ‘Let
him have this place.” Then you would be embarrassed and have to sit in the lowest
place. 10 Instead, when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that your host
will come to you and say, ‘Come on up, my friend, to a better place.” This will bring you
honor in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For those who make themselves great
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be made great.”

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your
friends or your brothers or your relatives or your rich neighbors—for they will invite
you back, and in this way you will be paid for what you did. 13 When you give a feast,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; 14 and you will be blessed, be-
cause they are not able to pay you back. God will repay you on the day the good people
rise from death.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

The Round-Table Ethic

Jesus teaches his followers that social norms and expectations no longer apply in the
dinner parties he offers. Tradition in Jesus’ time said that the honorable sat in places of
esteem at a dinner. The lowly were crowded down at the other end. This form of sharing
a meal reinforced the social patterns of giving honor to the wealthy and powerful and
shaming those who were poor and outcast. Jesus will have none of this.

The legends of King Arthur say he gathered the knights of the kingdom at a round table.
A round table has no head seat of honor and therefore no lowly seat of shame. Arthur
did this to help preserve peace in the kingdom. He brought together knights from many
regions speaking different languages. Some of them were former enemies now recon-
ciled. Some came to Great Britain from as far away as Africa and the Middle East. The
round table created a space of equality. This equality supported peace and reconcilia-
tion.



Jesus critiques the social norms of his day and ours. He instructs his followers to host
dinner parties that honor those dishonored in the community and that humble those who
are privileged. The spirit of his teaching is similar to Arthur’s round table: when we
gather people together, we do so with a deep sense of equality among persons. In the
church, this equality is rooted in God’s grace that welcomes all to the table.

One of the most profound ways the church witnesses to and enacts the gospel is to gath-
er around dinner tables, sacred tables, public and private tables, giving everyone a place
of honor. Sometimes this means simply including those who have been excluded. Some-
times it means giving voice to those usually silenced. Always it means generously feed-
ing and nourishing bodies and minds in the name of Christ. It is a gift to be a community
that enjoys fellowship at the round table of Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY God's Word Is Our Great Heritage
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time shall last  your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a - tions.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, [861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 14831546



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the

creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and
bishops who serve and teach your people (national, synodical, and local leaders may be
named). Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teach-
ers, and youth ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to in-
vite others to the table. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those
who live in isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort
all who are sick or grieving. We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, those suf-
fering from violence and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & High-
land Park, and those suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, droughts
and disease such as COVID-19, and these we name now................ and those we
name now with our lips or in our hearts ......... Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



