
13th Sunday of Pentecost 

August 27, 2023 
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Welcome! In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the 

rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the 

rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s 

mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this 

world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to 

build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual wor-

ship through word and deed.   
 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of 
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Romans 12:1-8  

Introduction to the Lesson: In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to wor-
ship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not 
molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing 
work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all 
forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 
 

Reader: There is no condemnation now for those who live in union with Christ Je-

sus. 2 For the law of the Spirit, which brings us life in union with Christ Jesus, has 

set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 What the Law could not do, because 

human nature was weak, God did. He condemned sin in human nature by sending 

his own Son, who came with a nature like our sinful nature, to do away with sin. 4 

God did this so that the righteous demands of the Law might be fully satisfied in us 

who live according to the Spirit, and not according to human nature. 5 Those who 

live as their human nature tells them to, have their minds controlled by what hu-

man nature wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells them to, have their minds con-

trolled by what the Spirit wants. 6 To be controlled by human nature results in 

death; to be controlled by the Spirit results in life and peace. 7 And so people be-



come enemies of God when they are controlled by their human nature; for they do 

not obey God's law, and in fact they cannot obey it. 8 Those who obey their human 

nature cannot please God. 
  

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 16:13-20         

Introduction to the Gospel: At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to 
Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds 
with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 16th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 14 “Some say John the 

Baptist,” they answered. “Others say Elijah, while others say Jeremiah or some 

other prophet.” 15 “What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?” 16 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 

“Good for you, Simon son of John!” answered Jesus. “For this truth did not come 

to you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in 

heaven. 18 And so I tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I 

will build my church, and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. 19 I will 

give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; what you prohibit on earth will be 

prohibited in heaven, and what you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.” 

20 Then Jesus ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY            The Church's One Foundation            



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
 

Prayer Leader: God of Sarah and Abraham, inspire your church to pursue right-
eousness in its ministry. Equip us to share your compassion that unites us as one 
family of faith. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Encourage those who offer their gifts and talents in service to your 
church. Energize this congregation’s rostered and lay leaders, musicians, teachers, 
greeters, and administrators so they may be transformed in sharing your grace. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Show your steadfast love and faithfulness to those in despair. In-
crease their strength, care for all who feel low, keep safe any in the midst of trou-
ble, and protect vulnerable people from harm. We pray especially for those on our 
prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and 
victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and 
circumstances we name now………and those we name now with our lips or in our 
hearts ………. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 



 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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