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Welcome! The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy 

hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the 

lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, 

“The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead 

back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that 

we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life 

in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Introduction to the Lesson: The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epis-
tles because they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the 
mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the 
most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 
 

Reader: 12 I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength for my 

work. I thank him for considering me worthy and appointing me to serve him, 13 even 

though in the past I spoke evil of him and persecuted and insulted him. But God was 

merciful to me because I did not yet have faith and so did not know what I was doing. 14 

And our Lord poured out his abundant grace on me and gave me the faith and love 

which are ours in union with Christ Jesus. 15 This is a true saying, to be completely ac-

cepted and believed: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I am the worst of 

them, 16 but God was merciful to me in order that Christ Jesus might show his full pa-

tience in dealing with me, the worst of sinners, as an example for all those who would 



later believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 To the eternal King, immortal and invisi-

ble, the only God—to him be honor and glory forever and ever! Amen.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL    Luke 15:1-10         
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection be-

tween the lost being found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sin-

ners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 15th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: One day when many tax collectors and other outcasts came to listen to 

Jesus, 2 the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law started grumbling, “This man wel-

comes outcasts and even eats with them!” 3 So Jesus told them this parable:  

4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them—what do you do? 

You leave the other ninety-nine sheep in the pasture and go looking for the one that got 

lost until you find it. 5 When you find it, you are so happy that you put it on your shoul-

ders 6 and carry it back home. Then you call your friends and neighbors together and 

say to them, ‘I am so happy I found my lost sheep. Let us celebrate!’ 7 In the same way, 

I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety

-nine respectable people who do not need to repent. 

8 “Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins loses one of them—what does she do? 

She lights a lamp, sweeps her house, and looks carefully everywhere until she finds it. 9 

When she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, and says to them, ‘I am 

so happy I found the coin I lost. Let us celebrate!’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, the an-

gels of God rejoice over one sinner who repents.” 

 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

Peripheral Vision 

“Look straight forward and raise your hand on the side where you see the blinking light 
in the corner of your eye.” Maybe you have taken a peripheral-vision test at an optome-
trist’s office or at a DMV while renewing your driver’s license. Peripheral vision, like 



peripheral hearing and other sensory parallels, is the ability to perceive things that occur 
outside the center of one’s focus. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a story about a shepherd who seems to have good peripher-
al senses. He loses one sheep out of a hundred and immediately notices and sets off to 
look for it. This story may be so familiar that it is easy to take his actions for granted. 
But should we? It seems that many people looking at such a large group of nearly identi-
cal animals would have a difficult time noticing the disappearance of just one. 

Yet this is precisely what Jesus does throughout his ministry. He is always noticing peo-
ple on the margins of society whom others don’t see—whether because of disease, pro-
fession, gender, economic status, or past wrongs. Again and again he is criticized by oth-
er religious leaders for moving beyond the people they are focused on and toward others 
they see as peripheral. As Jesus’ followers, we are called to let him shift our attention to 
people who need the love and attention of God—even when it takes us beyond the com-
fort of our normal focus. 

Today, as you gather to worship, ask yourself: Who is missing from the picture? Who is 
at the periphery of your assembly? Who is Jesus inviting to this table? In your church, in 
your community, in your neighborhood, or in your work, who does Jesus see that you 
have missed, and what would it look like to seek after them? 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY            The King of Love My Shepherd Is               verses 1 & 2 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill 
your church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to 
strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, 
minds, and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we serve our neigh-
bors and welcome the stranger in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 
those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or ill-
ness. Provide for those in any need. We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, 
those suffering from violence and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Uvalde, High-
land Park, and those suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, droughts 
and disease such as COVID-19, and these we name now……………. and those we 
name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 
 



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


