
15th Sunday of Pentecost 

September 10, 2023 
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Welcome! Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 

today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 

prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul re-

minds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, as-

sured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.   
 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your per-
petual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us every-
thing that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Romans 13:8-14  

Introduction to the Lesson: The obligation of Christians is to love one another and 
so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
 

Reader: 8 Be under obligation to no one—the only obligation you have is to love 

one another. Whoever does this has obeyed the Law. 9 The commandments, “Do 

not commit adultery; do not commit murder; do not steal; do not desire what be-

longs to someone else”—all these, and any others besides, are summed up in the 

one command, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 10 If you love others, 

you will never do them wrong; to love, then, is to obey the whole Law. 

11 You must do this, because you know that the time has come for you to wake up 

from your sleep. For the moment when we will be saved is closer now than it was 

when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over, day is almost here. Let us stop 

doing the things that belong to the dark, and let us take up weapons for fighting in 

the light. 13 Let us conduct ourselves properly, as people who live in the light of 

day—no revelry or drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, no fighting or jeal-



ousy. 14 But take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop paying atten-

tion to your sinful nature and satisfying its desires. 
  

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 18:15-20         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how in-
dividuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships 

when one member has sinned against another. 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 18th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go to him and show him his fault. But do it 

privately, just between yourselves. If he listens to you, you have won your brother 

back. 16 But if he will not listen to you, take one or two other persons with you, so 

that ‘every accusation may be upheld by the testimony of two or more witnesses,’ 

as the scripture says. 17 And if he will not listen to them, then tell the whole thing 

to the church. Finally, if he will not listen to the church, treat him as though he 

were a pagan or a tax collector.  

18 “And so I tell all of you: what you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in heav-

en, and what you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven. 

19 “And I tell you more: whenever two of you on earth agree about anything you 

pray for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three 

come together in my name, I am there with them.” 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY            Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee              

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
 
 

Prayer Leader: Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance 
is needed and lead us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us ex-
tend hands of reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Chris-
tians and people of other faiths. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Prayer Leader: Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we 
behold the wonders of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the 
creatures that live in them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are 
harmed by the wicked acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, fright-
ened, despairing, or sick. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suf-
fering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass 
shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurri-
canes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances 
we name now………and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ………. 
………………………………………………………………………… Guard their 
waking and their sleeping. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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