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Welcome! Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” 

visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It 

is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death 

could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death 

grip of greed. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 5 



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this 

troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from 

you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Amos 6:1a, 4-7  

Introduction to the Lesson: The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a 
cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to 
share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judg-
ment comes. 
 

Reader: 6 How terrible it will be for you that have such an easy life in Zion and for you 

that feel safe in Samaria... 4 How terrible it will be for you that stretch out on your luxu-

rious couches, feasting on veal and lamb! 5 You like to compose songs, as David did, 

and play them on harps. 6 You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest perfumes, 

but you do not mourn over the ruin of Israel. 7 So you will be the first to go into exile. 

Your feasts and banquets will come to an end. 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 



GOSPEL    Luke 16:19-31         
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” 

and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful 

reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 16th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 19 “There was once a rich man who dressed in the most expensive 
clothes and lived in great luxury every day. 20 There was also a poor man named Laza-
rus, covered with sores, who used to be brought to the rich man's door, 21 hoping to eat 
the bits of food that fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at 
the feast in heaven. The rich man died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, where he was 
in great pain, he looked up and saw Abraham, far away, with Lazarus at his side. 24 So 
he called out, ‘Father Abraham! Take pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip his finger in 
some water and cool off my tongue, because I am in great pain in this fire!’   25 But 
Abraham said, ‘Remember, my son, that in your lifetime you were given all the good 
things, while Lazarus got all the bad things. But now he is enjoying himself here, while 
you are in pain. 26 Besides all that, there is a deep pit lying between us, so that those 
who want to cross over from here to you cannot do so, nor can anyone cross over to us 
from where you are.’ 27 The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father Abraham, send Laz-
arus to my father's house, 28 where I have five brothers. Let him go and warn them so 
that they, at least, will not come to this place of pain.’ 29 Abraham said, ‘Your brothers 
have Moses and the prophets to warn them; your brothers should listen to what they 
say.’ 30 The rich man answered, ‘That is not enough, father Abraham! But if someone 
were to rise from death and go to them, then they would turn from their sins.’ 31 But 
Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be con-
vinced even if someone were to rise from death.’” 
or will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  
After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

Optical Illusions 

Have you ever seen one of those pictures that changes depending on how you look at it? 
Is it a rabbit or a duck? Is it a vase or two faces looking at one another? A young woman 
or an old one? Sometimes our first impression of something gets in the way of us seeing 
it another way. 

In the parable Jesus tells today, there is a man with wealth and influence who has al-
ways seen his life as a success. That success seems all the more pronounced in contrast 
to a poor, sick beggar who is always hanging around the entrance to his house. But 



when the rich man dies, he realizes that his life was actually the opposite of what he 
thought. It was not his possessions or status that mattered; it was the justice and love he 
showed to others. When it came to those things, he was far more impoverished and 
much sicker than the man he looked down on every day. 

When we look at our own lives, it can be easy to get stuck in just one way of seeing 
them. If we focus on worldly standards, we may judge ourselves as successes or failures 
in ways that are out of touch with how God sees us. With this parable, Jesus calls us to 
new ways of looking at ourselves. Where are we missing the opportunities right outside 
our front door to act with love and justice for our siblings near and far? 

In Christian worship, we gather to practice the way our lives and our world appear to 
God. We lift up the cries that have gone unheard. We look at one another and ourselves 
through the redemptive waters of baptism. We feed one another around the table that 
Christ sets for us all in our common need. As witnesses to God’s truth, we send one an-
other forth to shatter misguided illusions in the world around us. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                You Servants of God                     verses 1 & 2           



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, en-
durance, and gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works 
and ready to share. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide 
lawyers and those who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are 
bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill. We pray especially for 
all those on our prayer list, those suffering from violence and terror such as the people of 
Ukraine, Uvalde, Highland Park, and those suffering from natural disasters such as wild-
fires, floods, droughts and disease such as COVID-19, and these we name 
now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Stir us to 
act in the best interest of our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


