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Welcome! A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-

worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required 

for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the 

word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanks-

giving. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 2 



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. 

When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with 

fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  

Introduction to the Lesson: Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babyloni-
an exile move this prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in 
the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the right-
eous will live by faith. 
 

Reader: This is the message that the Lord revealed to the prophet Habakkuk. 
2 O Lord, how long must I call for help before you listen, before you save us from vio-
lence? 3 Why do you make me see such trouble? How can you stand to look on such 
wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are all around me, and there is fighting and quar-
reling everywhere. 4 The law is weak and useless, and justice is never done. Evil people 
get the better of the righteous, and so justice is perverted. 
I will climb my watchtower and wait to see what the Lord will tell me to say and what 
answer he will give to my complaint. 
2 The Lord gave me this answer: “Write down clearly on tablets what I reveal to you, so 
that it can be read at a glance. 3 Put it in writing, because it is not yet time for it to come 
true. But the time is coming quickly, and what I show you will come true. It may seem 



slow in coming, but wait for it; it will certainly take place, and it will not be de-
layed. 4 And this is the message: ‘Those who are evil will not survive, but those who 
are righteous will live because they are faithful to God.’” 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL    Luke 17:5-10         
Introduction to the Lesson: On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about 

the power of faith and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the atti-

tude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking 

reward. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 17th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Make our faith greater.” 
6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith as big as a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Pull yourself up by the roots and plant yourself in the sea!’ and it would 
obey you. 
7 “Suppose one of you has a servant who is plowing or looking after the sheep. When 
he comes in from the field, do you tell him to hurry along and eat his meal? 8 Of course 
not! Instead, you say to him, ‘Get my supper ready, then put on your apron and wait on 
me while I eat and drink; after that you may have your meal.’ 9 The servant does not de-
serve thanks for obeying orders, does he? 10 It is the same with you; when you have 
done all you have been told to do, say, ‘We are ordinary servants; we have only done 
our duty.’” 
or will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

Optical Illusions 

Have you ever seen one of those pictures that changes depending on how you look at it? 
Is it a rabbit or a duck? Is it a vase or two faces looking at one another? A young woman 
or an old one? Sometimes our first impression of something gets in the way of us seeing 
it another way. 

In the parable Jesus tells today, there is a man with wealth and influence who has al-
ways seen his life as a success. That success seems all the more pronounced in contrast 
to a poor, sick beggar who is always hanging around the entrance to his house. But 
when the rich man dies, he realizes that his life was actually the opposite of what he 



thought. It was not his possessions or status that mattered; it was the justice and love he 
showed to others. When it came to those things, he was far more impoverished and 
much sicker than the man he looked down on every day. 

When we look at our own lives, it can be easy to get stuck in just one way of seeing 
them. If we focus on worldly standards, we may judge ourselves as successes or failures 
in ways that are out of touch with how God sees us. With this parable, Jesus calls us to 
new ways of looking at ourselves. Where are we missing the opportunities right outside 
our front door to act with love and justice for our siblings near and far? 

In Christian worship, we gather to practice the way our lives and our world appear to 
God. We lift up the cries that have gone unheard. We look at one another and ourselves 
through the redemptive waters of baptism. We feed one another around the table that 
Christ sets for us all in our common need. As witnesses to God’s truth, we send one an-
other forth to shatter misguided illusions in the world around us. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                O Jesus, I Have Promised            verses 1 & 2          

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 



A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve fol-
lowing the example of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). Help them to live 
by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster, especially the places 
afflicted by Hurricanes Fiona and Ian: relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, 
droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been 
harmed and protect those who are vulnerable. We pray for all who are sick and for those 
on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, 
Uvalde, Highland Park, and these we name now……………. and those we name now 
with our lips or in our hearts ……… Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  



Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 



of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


