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Welcome! It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us.
The body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We have died with
Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer thanks. From this
place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness
fills all creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and
spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c¢

Introduction to the Lesson: Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this pas-
sage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help
of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then
acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.

Reader: Naaman, the commander of the Syrian army, was highly respected and es-
teemed by the king of Syria, because through Naaman the Lord had given victory to the
Syrian forces. He was a great soldier, but he suffered from a dreaded skin disease. 2 In
one of their raids against Israel, the Syrians had carried off a little Israelite girl, who be-
came a servant of Naaman's wife. 3 One day she said to her mistress, “I wish that my
master could go to the prophet who lives in Samaria! He would cure him of his dis-
ease.” 7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in dismay and ex-
claimed, “How can the king of Syria expect me to cure this man? Does he think that I
am God, with the power of life and death? It's plain that he is trying to start a quarrel



with me!” 8 When the prophet Elisha heard what had happened, he sent word to the
king: “Why are you so upset? Send the man to me, and I'll show him that there i1s a
prophet in Israel!”

9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariot and stopped at the entrance to Elisha's
house. 10 Elisha sent a servant out to tell him to go and wash himself seven times in the
Jordan River, and he would be completely cured of his disease. 11 But Naaman left in a
rage, saying, “I thought that he would at least come out to me, pray to the Lord his God,
wave his hand over the diseased spot, and cure me! 12 Besides, aren't the rivers Abana
and Pharpar, back in Damascus, better than any river in Israel? I could have washed in
them and been cured!”

13 His servants went up to him and said, “Sir, if the prophet had told you to do some-
thing difficult, you would have done it. Now why can't you just wash yourself, as he
said, and be cured?” 14 So Naaman went down to the Jordan, dipped himself in it seven
times, as Elisha had instructed, and he was completely cured. His flesh became firm and
healthy like that of a child. 15 He returned to Elisha with all his men and said, “Now I
know that there is no god but the God of Israel.”

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus 'mission includes making people clean again. Unex-

pectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise
and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 17th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 11 As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem, he went along the border be-
tween Samaria and Galilee. 12 He was going into a village when he was met by ten men
suffering from a dreaded skin disease. They stood at a distance 13 and shouted, “Jesus!
Master! Have pity on us!” 14 Jesus saw them and said to them, “Go and let the priests
examine you.” On the way they were made clean. 15 When one of them saw that he was
healed, he came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself to the ground
at Jesus' feet and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus spoke up, “There
were ten who were healed; where are the other nine? 18 Why is this foreigner the only
one who came back to give thanks to God?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Get up and go;
your faith has made you well.”

After the reading...



Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

Returning with Gratitude

What are you grateful for today? As you prepare for worship, take a moment to be present in this
space. Breathe deep. Even if everything seems familiar to you, try to observe your surroundings in a
fresh way. Who is gathered with you? What sounds do you hear? As you settle in, ask yourself: Why
am [ here? What brings me back to this place and this community?

In today’s gospel, Jesus meets ten people suffering from leprosy—a disease that required them to live
cut off from the rest of society. Jesus tells them to go to the religious leaders to be examined for
cleanliness, and along the way they are healed. One can only imagine the relief and joy that over-
came this group as they experienced the restoration not just of their health but of their places in com-
munity. Yet, for one of these people something more happened: he not only experienced joy, but he
felt compelled to return to Jesus, fall at his feet, and thank him.

At the center of the worshiping community is Christ, who offers healing to all who gather. Through
the proclamation of God’s love, Christ speaks words that restore our lives. In the waters of baptism,
Christ offers us a new future in a community of his disciples. Around the table, Christ gives us his

body and blood to strengthen us and renew us for the work of discipleship we will face in the week
ahead.

But today’s gospel reminds us that the healing we come to receive is only half the equation. Christ
also longs for us not to grow complacent with the gift of God’s grace. Rather, in every moment of
healing, Christ hopes to fill our hearts with a gratitude that will draw us into deeper and deeper rela-
tionship with him. Let your worship today be like that of the man in the gospel, an act of worship and
gratitude for all that Christ has already done.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Baptized in Water verses 1 & 2
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the
creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, we give you thanks for bishops, pastors, and deacons. In-
spire leaders of the church to proclaim your mighty deeds, that your saving faith may be
known to all. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this con-
gregation. Equip those who visit, care, and pray for the sick (especially...). Give insight
to doctors, nurses, home health aides, and all practitioners of medical arts. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Merciful God, we give you thanks that you hear the cries of those in
need. Restore to community those who are stigmatized by illness, feel rejected, or who
live 1n isolation. Send healing to all who suffer. We pray for those on our prayer list,
those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass
shootings, and these we name now................ and those we name now with our lips or
in our hearts ......... Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and



what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology

() 4 ,
,{_ IH ]
(o w— | G
J .

Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise him, all
0 4 . .
v ' |

2 o o

J

crea - tures here be - low; praise him a - bove, vye
=
i~ — —
\aV A | o
J 1

heav’'n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



