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Welcome! In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves
as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the
vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us
for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nour-
ished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the
power of his resurrection.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us
by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7

Introduction to the Lesson: The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about
the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a
promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has
brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice
and righteousness were expected?

Reader: Listen while I sing you this song, a song of my friend and his vineyard:

My friend had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug the soil and cleared it of
stones; he planted the finest vines. He built a tower to guard them, dug a pit for
treading the grapes. He waited for the grapes to ripen, but every grape was sour.

3 So now my friend says, ‘““You people who live in Jerusalem and Judah, judge be-
tween my vineyard and me. 4 Is there anything I failed to do for it? Then why did
it produce sour grapes and not the good grapes I expected?

5 “Here 1s what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge
around it, break down the wall that protects it, and let wild animals eat it and tram-
ple it down. 6 I will let it be overgrown with weeds. I will not trim the vines or hoe



the ground; instead, I will let briers and thorns cover it. I will even forbid the
clouds to let rain fall on it.”

7 Israel is the vineyard of the Lord Almighty; the people of Judah are the vines he
planted. He expected them to do what was good, but instead they committed mur-
der. He expected them to do what was right, but their victims cried out for justice.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 21:33-46
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are
plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfill-

ment of scripture.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 21st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

33 “Listen to another parable,” Jesus said. “There was once a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a hole for the wine press, and built a
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to tenants and left home on a
trip. 34 When the time came to gather the grapes, he sent his slaves to the tenants
to receive his share of the harvest. 35 The tenants grabbed his slaves, beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again the man sent other slaves, more than
the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all he sent his
son to them. ‘Surely they will respect my son,” he said. 38 But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the owner's son. Come on, let's kill
him, and we will get his property!” 39 So they grabbed him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him.

40 “Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those ten-
ants?” Jesus asked.

41 “He will certainly kill those evil men,” they answered, “and rent the vineyard
out to other tenants, who will give him his share of the harvest at the right time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Haven't you ever read what the Scriptures say? ‘The stone
which the builders rejected as worthless turned out to be the most important of all.
This was done by the Lord; what a wonderful sight it is!’

43 “And so I tell you,” added Jesus, “the Kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people who will produce the proper fruits.”

45 The chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables and knew that he was
talking about them, 46 so they tried to arrest him. But they were afraid of the
crowds, who considered Jesus to be a prophet.



After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation verses 1 and 2
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the
resolve of your church throughout the world (global mission partners may be
named), that together we press on toward the goal of your heavenly call in Jesus
Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations
and peoples. Guide leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faith-
fully govern your people with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out
like wine for your people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their
mental health, who cry out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need. We pray
especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as
the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural
and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills,
& and these people and circumstances we name NOW...................... and those
we name now with our lips or in our hearts ............................... Give them
encouragement and consolation in your presence. Lord, in your mercy, Congrega-
tion: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus
Christ. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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