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Welcome! Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes
the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation
for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at

the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONGS All Are Welcome Verse 1
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling Verse 1
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Je-sus 1s call-ing, call - ing, “O  sin - ner, come home!”

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil
rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



FIRST READING Romans 5:12-19

Introduction to the Lesson: Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under
bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedi-
ent death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

Reader: Sin came into the world through one man, and his sin brought death with
it. As a result, death has spread to the whole human race because everyone has
sinned. There was sin in the world before the Law was given; but where there is no
law, no account is kept of sins. But from the time of Adam to the time of Moses,
death ruled over all human beings, even over those who did not sin in the same
way that Adam did when he disobeyed God's command. Adam was a figure of the
one who was to come. But the two are not the same, because God's free gift is not
like Adam's sin. It is true that many people died because of the sin of that one man.
But God's grace is much greater, and so is his free gift to so many people through
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. And there is a difference between God's gift
and the sin of one man. After the one sin, came the judgment of “Guilty”; but after
so many sins, comes the undeserved gift of “Not guilty!” It is true that through the
sin of one man death began to rule because of that one man. But how much greater
is the result of what was done by the one man, Jesus Christ! All who receive God's
abundant grace and are freely put right with him will rule in life through Christ. So
then, as the one sin condemned all people, in the same way the one righteous act
sets all people free and gives them life. And just as all people were made sinners as
the result of the disobedience of one man, in the same way they will all be put right
with God as the result of the obedience of the one man.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 4:1-11
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel

faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Then the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the Devil. After spending
forty days and nights without food, Jesus was hungry. Then the Devil came to him



and said, “If you are God's Son, order these stones to turn into bread.” But Jesus
answered, “The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone, but need
every word that God speaks.’” Then the Devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, the Holy
City, set him on the highest point of the Temple, and said to him, “If you are God's
Son, throw yourself down, for the scripture says, ‘God will give orders to his an-
gels about you; they will hold you up with their hands, so that not even your feet
will be hurt on the stones.’”” Jesus answered, “But the scripture also says, ‘Do not
put the Lord your God to the test.”” Then the Devil took Jesus to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in all their greatness. “All
this I will give you,” the Devil said, “if you kneel down and worship me.” Then Je-
sus answered, “Go away, Satan! The scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God
and serve only him!”” Then the Devil left Jesus; and angels came and helped him.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God verses 1 & 2
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the

world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness.
Give vision and wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry
of administration (especially). Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the
future. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate.
Instill in them a sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace
would pervade all the regions and nations of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and
accompany all refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In
times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love.
We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as
the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural
and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills,
& and these people and circumstances we name now................ and those we
name now with our lips or in our hearts .......... Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom
and power revealed in Christ crucified.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,



and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG

The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Serve in love.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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