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Welcome! Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has be-
come familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens
open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to re-
store. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars fall-
ing from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever
hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can
share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for

daily bread. Amen.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY and LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You
call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for
the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first
candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and
our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.

FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Introduction to the Lesson: In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate
divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is
Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

Reader: 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.
4 T always give thanks to my God for you because of the grace he has given you
through Christ Jesus. 5 For in union with Christ you have become rich in all things,
including all speech and all knowledge. 6 The message about Christ has become so
firmly established in you 7 that you have not failed to receive a single blessing, as
you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to
the end, so that you will be faultless on the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is
to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL LESSON Mark 13:24-37
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the

day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

31 “When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his royal throne, 32 and the people of all the nations will be gathered before
him. Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the righteous people at his right and the others
at his left. 34 Then the King will say to the people on his right, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father! Come and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for
you ever since the creation of the world. 35 [ was hungry and you fed me, thirsty
and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, 36
naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you
visited me.’ 37 The righteous will then answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we ever see
you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39 When
did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 The King will reply, ‘I tell
you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these followers of
mine, you did it for me!” 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Away from me,
you that are under God's curse! Away to the eternal fire which has been prepared
for the Devil and his angels! 42 1 was hungry but you would not feed me, thirsty
but you would not give me a drink; 43 I was a stranger but you would not welcome
me in your homes, naked but you would not clothe me; I was sick and in prison but
you would not take care of me.” 44 Then they will answer him, ‘When, Lord, did
we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
we would not help you?’ 45 The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever you refused
to help one of these least important ones, you refused to help me.” 46 These, then,
will be sent off to eternal punishment, but the righteous will go to eternal life.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK



HYMN OF THE DAY

Fling Wide the Door

verses 1 and 2
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scep - ter is his love - 1i - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine vyour face, and let your Ho - ly
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to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, «cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.

a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text @ 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all who await God’s day of restoration.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of
all things. Reenergize your faithful people to live with hope and compassion, espe-
cially those who serve as missionaries near and far. Center us on your promise to
come among us and make all things new. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight
shifts, caregivers of newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious,
or those who are traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm and
comfort filled with your presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing.
Stay close to those who await healing or relief. We pray for those who suffer, espe-
cially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the
people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suffering
from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, fires,
and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name
1110} and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
............................... Deliver all in any need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus
Christ. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Keep awake.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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