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Welcome! The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is 

coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to 

wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s 

coming. As we watch for the promised day of salvation, Christ comes 

among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 

promises of God. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-

munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.  

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                          Verses 1 & 5 



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You 

call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for 

the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first 

candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and 

our salvation. Blessed be God forever.   

Congregation: Amen. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      

 



FIRST READING   Romans 13:11-14                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of 

dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 
Reader: You must do this, because you know that the time has come for you to 

wake up from your sleep. For the moment when we will be saved is closer now 

than it was when we first believed. The night is nearly over, day is almost here. Let 

us stop doing the things that belong to the dark, and let us take up weapons for 

fighting in the light. Let us conduct ourselves properly, as people who live in the 

light of day—no drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, no fighting or jeal-

ousy. But take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop paying attention 

to your sinful nature and satisfying its desires.     

After the reading... 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 24:36-44                  

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbu-
lent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. 
Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because 

the Son of Man will come unannounced.  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 24th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“No one knows, however, when that day and hour will come—neither the angels in 

heaven nor the Son; the Father alone knows. The coming of the Son of Man will be 

like what happened in the time of Noah. In the days before the flood people ate and 

drank, men and women married, up to the very day Noah went into the boat; yet 

they did not realize what was happening until the flood came and swept them all 

away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man comes. At that time two men 

will be working in a field: one will be taken away, the other will be left be-

hind. Two women will be at a mill grinding meal: one will be taken away, the other 

will be left behind. Watch out, then, because you do not know what day your Lord 

will come. If the owner of a house knew the time when the thief would come, you 

can be sure that he would stay awake and not let the thief break into his house. So 



then, you also must always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you are not expecting him.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Fling Wide the Door        

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Worship Leader: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 
a world that yearns for new hope. 



A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the 
global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and 
custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. 
Teach us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill 
those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help 
and hope to any who are sick or needing your care. We pray for those on our prayer 
list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims 
of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters including the victims of 
Hurricanes Fiona and Ian, and these we name now……………. and those we name 
now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is near.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

Light refreshments are served after the service.  Please stay for cookies and conversation. 

 


