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Welcome! In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will 

wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do 

not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table 

before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which 

surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and 

we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting 

for the abundant life of God.   



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 4  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:    

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples 

and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen 

us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of right-

eousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Philippians 4:1-9  

Introduction to the Lesson: Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain fu-
ture, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter 
what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and 
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 

Reader: So then, my friends, how dear you are to me and how I miss you! How 

happy you make me, and how proud I am of you!—this, dear friends, is how you 

should stand firm in your life in the Lord. 

2 Euodia and Syntyche, please, I beg you, try to agree as sisters in the Lord. 3 And 

you too, my faithful partner, I want you to help these women; for they have worked 

hard with me to spread the gospel, together with Clement and all my other fellow 

workers, whose names are in God's book of the living. 4 May you always be joyful 

in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! 

5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry 

about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking 

him with a thankful heart. 7 And God's peace, which is far beyond human under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus. 



8 In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are good and 

that deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honora-

ble. 9 Put into practice what you learned and received from me, both from my 

words and from my actions. And the God who gives us peace will be with you. 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 22:1-14         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of 

God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 22nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. 2 “The Kingdom of heaven is 
like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. 3 He 
sent his servants to tell the invited guests to come to the feast, but they did not 
want to come. 4 So he sent other servants with this message for the guests: ‘My 
feast is ready now; my steers and prize calves have been butchered, and everything 
is ready. Come to the wedding feast!’ 5 But the invited guests paid no attention and 
went about their business: one went to his farm, another to his store, 6 while others 
grabbed the servants, beat them, and killed them. 7 The king was very angry; so he 
sent his soldiers, who killed those murderers and burned down their city. 8 Then he 
called his servants and said to them, ‘My wedding feast is ready, but the people I 
invited did not deserve it. 9 Now go to the main streets and invite to the feast as 
many people as you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered 
all the people they could find, good and bad alike; and the wedding hall was filled 
with people. 
11 “The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not wearing 
wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ 
the king asked him. But the man said nothing. 13 Then the king told the servants, 
‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him outside in the dark. There he will cry 
and gnash his teeth.’” 14 And Jesus concluded, “Many are invited, but few are 
chosen.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly      verses 1 and 2      
 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for 
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or 
discord, the love of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is 
true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, 
that they govern in accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and 
refuge to all in need, striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



Prayer Leader: For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed 
and comforted and find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks be-
side them. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war 
and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass 
shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurri-
canes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances 
we name now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our 
hearts …………………………. Give them encouragement and consolation in your 
presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 



this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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