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Welcome! The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of 

today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The bap-

tized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized 

rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you 

nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our rul-

er and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    Malachi 4:1-2a  

Introduction to the Lesson: Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that 

“the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the 

“sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 
 

Reader:  The Lord Almighty says, “The day is coming when all proud and evil people 

will burn like straw. On that day they will burn up, and there will be nothing left of 

them. 2 But for you who obey me, my saving power will rise on you like the sun and 

bring healing like the sun's rays.  

 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



GOSPEL    Luke 21:5-19                    
Introduction to the Lesson: The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals 

of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who 

humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 21st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 5 Some of the disciples were talking about the Temple, how beautiful 
it looked with its fine stones and the gifts offered to God. Jesus said, 6 “All this you 
see—the time will come when not a single stone here will be left in its place; every one 
will be thrown down.” 
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will this be? And what will happen in order to show that 
the time has come for it to take place?” 
8 Jesus said, “Watch out; don't be fooled. Many men, claiming to speak for me, will 
come and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time has come!’ But don't follow them. 9 Don't be 
afraid when you hear of wars and revolutions; such things must happen first, but they do 
not mean that the end is near.” 
10 He went on to say, “Countries will fight each other; kingdoms will attack one anoth-
er. 11 There will be terrible earthquakes, famines, and plagues everywhere; there will be 
strange and terrifying things coming from the sky. 12 Before all these things take place, 
however, you will be arrested and persecuted; you will be handed over to be tried in 
synagogues and be put in prison; you will be brought before kings and rulers for my 
sake. 13 This will be your chance to tell the Good News. 14 Make up your minds ahead 
of time not to worry about how you will defend yourselves, 15 because I will give you 
such words and wisdom that none of your enemies will be able to refute or contradict 
what you say. 16 You will be handed over by your parents, your brothers, your relatives, 
and your friends; and some of you will be put to death. 17 Everyone will hate you be-
cause of me. 18 But not a single hair from your heads will be lost. 19 Stand firm, and 
you will save yourselves. 
 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

Beware and Trust 

In an instant, documents are signed six thousand miles away, and suddenly you have no 
job. In an instant the walls rattle, the floors rumble, ceilings crack, and you have no 
home. In an instant the lights flicker, the signals weaken, the screens go blank, and you 
have no connections. In an instant a door slams, a voice shouts, a car screeches, and you 
have no one. In an instant the dam breaks, the fire blazes, the winds ravage, and . . . and 
what? 



What is the world coming to? Shadowing every calamity, circling the grounds of every 
collapse, chasing every human tragedy, prophets and pundits are sure to announce that 
all is lost. They are eager to foretell all futures eroded, ready to broadcast that all hope is 
dead, all tomorrows canceled, all creation buried. But beware! 

“Beware” hardly has the lilting tone of a glad good-news bell. “Beware” bites at our ears 
and strikes our heartbeat like the cold peal of a brass tongue slapping against a pitted fu-
neral bell. “Beware” is the screech of the siren, the shout before battle, the shudder at the 
edge of lonely nightfall. “Beware” scarcely sounds like gospel, but it is the exact gospel 
word Jesus chooses to post like an iron stanchion into bedrock in the midst of uncertain 
and frightening times. Pay attention; listen closely to Jesus’ “beware.” It is not beware of 
wars and rising nations, plagues and earthquakes, arrests and persecutions. Jesus instead 
cautions: beware of those prophets and pundits, of their timetables of destruction, their 
signs of the end, and their oracles of despair. Beware of them. The world may tremble 
fiercely, you may be hated unjustly, you may know betrayal painfully, yet with the 
strength of iron in bedrock and the sound of the gospel bell ringing, Jesus encourages us: 
“Beware . . . do not be terrified” (Luke 21:8-9). 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               God, Whose Almighty Word           verses 1 & 2          

 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Worship Leader: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared 
world. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. En-
courage bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation 
and fill them with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. 
Make this congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you 
in love and follow in your ways. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and 
hospital personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in 
their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick. We pray for those on 
our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and 
victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters including the victims of 
Hurricanes Fiona, Ian, and Nicole and these we name now……………. and those we 
name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Nurturing God, bless the food we have gathered to help feed those who 
are hungry. May the spirit of generosity that inspired this giving bring hope and encour-
agement to those who receive this food. May you also inspire us and the whole commu-
nity to continue this generosity throughout this and every year. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 



what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have 

given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s ser-

vice to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


