24th Sunday After Pentecost

November 12, 2023
Mark_ 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service
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1812 North Highland Avenue 7277-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox

Welcome! Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul
urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus
tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of
every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life
and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

Introduction to the Lesson: In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the
LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day
of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD de-
mands justice and righteousness in the community.

Reader: 18 How terrible it will be for you who long for the day of the Lord! What
good will that day do you? For you it will be a day of darkness and not of light. 19
It will be like someone who runs from a lion and meets a bear! Or like someone
who comes home and puts his hand on the wall—only to be bitten by a snake! 20
The day of the Lord will bring darkness and not light; it will be a day of gloom,
without any brightness. 21 The Lord says, “I hate your religious festivals; I cannot
stand them! 22 When you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not
accept them; I will not accept the animals you have fattened to bring me as offer-
ings. 23 Stop your noisy songs; I do not want to listen to your harps. 24 Instead, let
justice flow like a stream, and righteousness like a river that never goes dry.



Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:1-13
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, em-

phasizing the need for readiness at all times.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there were ten young
women who took their oil lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of
them were foolish, and the other five were wise. > The foolish ones took their
lamps but did not take any extra oil with them, * while the wise ones took contain-
ers full of oil for their lamps. ° The bridegroom was late in coming, so they began
to nod and fall asleep.

%It was already midnight when the cry rang out, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come
and meet him!” ’ The ten young women woke up and trimmed their lamps. ® Then
the foolish ones said to the wise ones, ‘Let us have some of your oil, because our
lamps are going out.” ° “No, indeed,’ the wise ones answered, ‘there is not enough
for you and for us. Go to the store and buy some for yourselves.” '* So the foolish
ones went off to buy some oil; and while they were gone, the bridegroom arrived.
The five who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was
closed. ' “Later the others arrived. ‘Sir, sir! Let us in!” they cried out. '* “Certainly
not! I don't know you,’ the bridegroom answered.” '* And Jesus concluded, “Watch
out, then, because you do not know the day or the hour.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK



HYMN OF THE DAY Let Justice Flow like Streams
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3  So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1626
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your
salvation, and center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through mean-
ingful worship and send us out with your justice and truth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all
nations. Bless citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for
the veterans of this community, that they are supported and loved. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide
for those who experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unem-
ployed, and comfort any who are suffering this day. We pray especially for those
on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of
Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from nat-
ural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical
spills, & and these people and circumstances we name NnOw...................... and



those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ............................... Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus
Christ. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy
and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish



and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good
News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights
reserved..



